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THE ANNUAL MEETING. 

An Annual Meeting of the Society was held in the Library of the 
Carmarthenshire Antiquarian Society’s House, 5 Quay Street, Car¬ 
marthen, on the 12th November, 1921, the Rev. George Eyre Evans in 
the chair. 

The Secretary’s Report (which recommended separating the office of 
Secretary from that of Editor) was received and adopted, and the 
accounts, which showed the following results, were approved:— 


BALANCE SHEET FOR THE PERIOD 1919—21. 


Receipts. 

£ 8 d 

By 90 Subscriptions .. 94 10 o 
By sale of first five 

Volumes .. .. 550 

By Donation (Hon. Miss 

A. L. Lewis .. .. 1 10 

By Amount received 

from Guarantors .. 48 16 10 


£149 12 10 


Payments. 

£ s d 

To cost of printing An¬ 
nual Volume and other 
disbursments as certi¬ 
fied by the Hon. 

Auditor .. .. 149 12 10 


£149 12 10 


Fred J. Warren, Hon. Auditor. 

W. Owen, Lieut.-Col., Hon. Treasurer. 

T. J. Lewis, Hon. Deputy Treasurer. 

The following officers were elected:— 

President —Sir John Williams, Bart., K.C.V.O. 

Vice-Presidents. —The Right Hon. The Earl of Lisburne ; The Right 
Hon. Lord Dynevor; The Right Hon. Lord Viscount St. Davids ; 
Lady Hills-Johnes; Lady Howard-Stepney; Sir Evan D. Jones, 
Bart. ; Sir Charles E. G. Philipps, Bart. ; Col. H. Davies-Evans ; F. 
D. Harford, Esq., C.V.O. ; Miss A. J. Stepney-Gulston, M.B.E. ; 
Sir J. Lynn Thomas, C.B.; The Right Hon. Lord Kylsant, G.C.M.G.; 
The Right Hon. Lord Merthyr; D. W. Brodie, Esq. 

Council. —The President; The Vice-Presidents ; The Treasurer ; 
The Editor ; F. C. Egerton Allen, Esq. ; John Ballinger, Esq. ; G. R. 
Brigstocke, Esq. ; Capt. James Buckley ; Principal J. H. Davies ; The 
Rev. George Eyre Evans; Mrs. C. O. Higgon; H. E. H. James, Esq.; 
T. Y. Lewis, Esq.; H. Meuric Lloyd, Esq. ; Richard LI. Lloyd, Esq. ; 
D. Lleufer Thomas, Esq. ; Herbert M. Vaughan, Esq. ; Fred. J. 
Warren, Esq. ; W. Llewelyn Williams, Esq. 

Editorial Committee. —John Ballinger, Esq.; G. R. Brigstocke, Esq. ; 
Principal J. H. Davies, ; Sir E. D. Jones, Bart.; D. Lleufer 
Thomas, Esq. ; The Editor. 






The Quakers of Pembrokeshire. 

By DAVID SALMON. 


About 1647 George Fox, after three or four years of 
mental and spiritual conflict, evolved a system of doctrines 
that satisfied his mind and soul. Of the system as a 
whole I not do propose to speak, but I must speak of 
those doctrines that exposed believers to persecution or 
ridicule, because some knowledge of them is essential 
to a full understanding of Quaker history. 

(1) —He held that, while the ministry was open to 
both sexes, no one ought to become a minister without 
an inward call. Even with this call no one had 4 a 
right to assume the exclusive exercise ’ of the ministry 
in any * congregation of Christians ’ ; and the 4 ministry 
being, if rightly received, received freely, . . . ought to 
be freely communicated, and no further support expected 
by ministers than what is authorised by Christ and 
practised by his apostles.’ 1 Hence Quakers had a double 
objection to supporting the ministers of the Established 
Church, and would suffer distraint (often extortionate), 
imprisonment, and excommunication rather than pay 
tithes or Easter offerings. 

(2) —They obeyed literally and absolutely the command 
‘ Swear not at all.’ They not only refrained from the 
use of coarse, profane, or blasphemous language—they 
would not take the oaths required by law even for the 
protection of their own legal rights. Though the most 


1 Heny Tuke : The Quakers’ Principles of Religion, 1805, p. 86. 
A 
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unresisting of subjects, they would not swear allegiance 
to the king ; and though ready to perform the duties 
of any muncipal office they would not qualify by being 

* sworn in/ 

(3) —They were opposed to war and everything that it 
implies. They would not serve or provide a substitute 
when drawn for the army, and they would not contribute 
in any form towards its upkeep. 

(4) —They would not remove their hats as a mark of 
respect to man, considering the baring of the head to be 

* a token of reverence enjoined and used ’ only in their 
' solemn approaches to the Supreme Being, when exercising 
the religious duties of preaching or prayer/ They did 
not consider social duties as beneath their attention or 
regard, but they held that * true civility and due respect 
may be better shown by conduct than by compliment/ 1 

The people who held these peculiar beliefs were exposed 
to cruel and persistent persecution for nearly forty years. 
For a much longer period they were exposed by certain 
other peculiarities to the ridicule of the unthinking. 
Thus their clothes, while notably neat and good, were 
from the first very plain, and gradually became anti¬ 
quated. And they had sundry oddities of speech. When 
addressing a single person they did not use the customary 
plural pronouns ; nor would they use the customary 
complimentary titles, such as Mr., Mrs., Miss, or St. ; 
they called the days of the week and the months of the 
year by their numbers instead of by their customary 
heathen names ; the Established Church was the * nation¬ 
al worship/ its buildings ‘ steeple-houses/ and its clergy 
' priests/ etc. 

One of the most remarkable things in the history of 
this remarkable people is the rapidity of their spread, not 
only through England and Wales, but to Scotland and 
Ireland, and even to the American colonies and the 
West Indies. In 1647 Fox was the only Quaker : in 


1 Id., p. 151. 
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1661 there were 4200 Quakers—not in the country, but 
in prison ! These were mostly men. Assuming as many 
men to be at large, we may reasonably estimate the 
men, women, and children together at 30,000 to 40,000 
(out of a population of five millions). Twenty years 
later there were probably 70,000 to 80,000. 

The rapidity of growth is all the more remarkable as 
the converts generally came, not from the careless, the 
wordly, or the ir-religious, but from a far smaller class— 
the deeply devout, who, having failed to find satisfaction 
in the older creeds, were willing to try a new one. For 
a whole century the nation had been distracted by 
religious and political conflicts—between Protestants and 
Catholics, between orthodox Churchmen and Puritans, or 
between Presbyterians and Independents—conflicts in 
which religion embittered the politics and politics in¬ 
fected the religion, so that gentle souls were yearning for 
peace, while pious souls ‘ burdened with the formality, 
superstition, and will-worship prevalent around them ’ 
were ready to welcome a mode of * waiting upon God in 
a holy silence and awful humility/ whereby they might 
‘ draw nigh unto Him in true spiritual worship/ 1 

One reason why the new faith spread so rapidly 
was that it had for missionaries men and women as 
zealous, as eager to dare and willing to die, as the first 
apostles of Christianity. George Fox himself (who set 
the example) was for more than forty years seldom 
stationary except when he was in prison ; like Paul he 
was * in journeyings often/ in perils manifold, in weariness 
and painfulness, in watchings, in hunger, and in thirst. 
He compassed land and sea to gain proselytes. He 
travelled twice through Holland and Germany ; he 
undertook one voyage to the American Colonies, and 
another to the West Indies ; and the list of places which 
he visited (often several times) in the British Isles in¬ 
cludes about thirteen hundred names. 


1 Alexander Jaffray. 
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The ardour of the missionaries was aided enor¬ 
mously by the blameless conduct of the converts, which 
shed around them 

In the common strife. 

Or mild concerns of ordinary life, 

A constant influence, a peculiar grace. 

Persons who rejected their creeds and smiled at their 
peculiarities were forced to admire their sincerity and 
their integrity. Refusing to take an oath they were so 
carefub of their language that their simple assertion 
could be trusted as confidently as the sworn testimony 
of other men ; their words were bonds, their hearts 
‘ as far from fraud as heaven from earth.’ 1 

Of all the forces that concurred in the spread of 
the new beliefs perhaps the most powerful was the 
persecution of the believers. With infinite labour George 
Besse, towards the middle of the eighteenth century, 
compiled ‘ A Collection of the Sufferings of the people 
called Quakers, for the testimony of a good conscience, 
from the time of their being first distinguished by that 
name in the year 1650, to the time of the Act, commonly 
called the Act of Toleration, granted to Protestant 
Dissenters in the first year of the reign of King William 
the Third and Queen Mary, in the year 1689.’ (Tondon, 
1753). The names of the sufferers with the particulars 
of their sufferings (both necessarily illustrative rather than 
exhaustive) fill over thirteen hundred folio pages ; Wales 
alone, notwithstanding its small area and population, 
had nearly five hundred heroes on its roll of honour. 


1 This was the secret of their success, when, after the storm of 
persecution had blown over, they settled down to business. The Lloyds, 
the Bevans, the Gurneys, and the Barclays prospered as bankers 
because everybody knew that they could be trusted with money ; 
the Hanburys, the Buxtons, the Barclays, and the Perkinses prospered 
as brewers, because everybody knew that they made honest beer ; 
the Howards, the Allens, the Hanburys, and the Bells prospered as 
chemists, because everybody knew that they made or sold pure drugs. 
Many more illustrations might be given, for there were few depart¬ 
ments of trade, commerce, or industry in which Quakers were not 
leaders. 
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The meekness and constancy with which they bore 
undeserved punishment may perhaps be paralleled, but 
I believe that their generosity to each other is unparalleled. 
It was common for a Friend at large to offer himself as 
substitute for one in bonds, and in 1659 a hundred and 
sixty-four of them collectively addressed Parliament, 
offering ‘ their own bodies, person for person, to lie in 
prison instead of such of their brethren as were then 
under confinement, and might be in danger of their 
lives through extreme durance/ How could such deeds 
fail to call forth sympathy ? And sympathy with the 
sufferers easily led to a conviction that the faith for 
which they were willing to suffer must be true. It is 
more than a coincidence that when persecution ceased 
the numbers declined. 

Only one law, 13 and 14 Car. II., c.l. (1661), was aimed 
directly at the Quakers. The necessity of it was stated 
in the preamble : 

Whereas of late times certain persons under the names of Quakers, 
and other names of separation, have taken up and maintained sundry- 
dangerous opinions and tenets, and (among others) that the taking 
of an oath in any case whatsoever, although before a lawful magistrate, 
is altogether unlawful and contrary to the Word of God : And the said 
persons do daily refuse to take an oath, though lawfully tendered, 
whereby it often happens that truth is wholly suppressed, and the 
administration of Justice much obstructed ; And whereas the said 
persons, under a pretense of religious worship, do often assemble 
themselves in great numbers in several parts of the realm, to the great 
endangering of the publick peace and safety, and to the terror of the 
people, by maintaining a secret and strict correspondence among 
themselves, and in the meantime separating and dividing themselves 
from the rest of His Majesty’s good and loyal subjects, and from the 
publick congregations and usual places of divine worship. 

It was, therefore, enacted that anyone who (1) main- 
the unlawfulness of taking or ‘ wilfully and obstinately * 
refused to take an oath ; or (2) assembled with others 
‘ to the number of five or more of the age of sixteen 
years or upwards at any one time in any place under 
pretence of joining in a religious worship not authorised 
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by the laws of the realm/ should pay £5 or undergo 
three months' imprisonment for the first offence, £10 or 
six months for the second, and for the third should 
* abjure the realm or be transported.' 

But if there was only one Act directly aimed at the 
Quakers they could with a little malevolent ingenuity 
be brought within the range of several others. Thus, by 
an Act of Henry VIII. they could be imprisoned for refus¬ 
ing to pay tithes ; by Acts of Elizabeth they could be 
fined for absence from Church, and if obstinate, could be 
banished ; and a refusal to take the oath of allegiance 
exposed them to the penalties of praemunire , which 
might involve forfeiture of both property and liberty. 
They might also be excommunicated for heresy, and if 
they persisted (as they always did) Chancery would issue 
a writ de excommunicato capiendo , directing the sheriff 
to seize them and keep them confined till they had given 
satisfaction. Even for the ‘ contempt' of refusing to 
remove their hats in a court of law they might be com¬ 
mitted indefinitely. When on the way to their distant 
meetings they could be arrested as vagrants, and black¬ 
guards could assault them without fear of resistance or 
reprisal. Besse gives local examples of cowardly attacks 
on the defenceless. 

Beside the grievous persecution inflicted on this people in Wales 
under colour of law, many of them were grievously beaten and abused, 
to the hazard of their lives, by wicked persons on the road, who, on 
presumption of impunity, made it their sport to insult and abuse their 
peaceable neighbours : Of those who suffered much by this means 
were John Humphreys and Humphry Williams at Carmarthen, James 
Lewis, near Tenby, Griffith Morgan, and many others ; and even 
some of the priests struck several of them with their own hands (Vol. 

I., p. 748 ). 

It is obvious that the fate of the Quakers depended 
Very much on the temper of the magistrate. If he was 
humane and tolerant 1 they had little to fear except the 


1 Even a well-disposed magistrate was sometimes compelled by 
mercenary informers to notice acts or omissions that he would other¬ 
wise have ignored. 
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taking of their property for tithes and other legal dues ; 
if he was malicious or bigoted he would procure proof 
that they had attended their own services, and had not 
attended the services of the Church, and that they had 
broken other laws. He might even punish his own 
enemies as enemies of the established religion. Thus 
Richard Davies, of Welshpool, ‘ having had some differ¬ 
ence with a neighbouring justice of the peace, that 
magistrate avenged himself and vented his own private 
spleen by tendering to the said Richard the oath of 
allegiance, and sending him to prison, where he continued 
for some years ’ (Vol. I., p. 751). This same Richard 
records several instances of Quakers being sheltered from 
the malice of magistrates or priests by enlightened and 
benevolent magnates like Lord Powis, Lord Herbert of 
Cher bury, and William Lloyd, bishop of St. Asaph ; and 
he gives the Pembrokeshire justices a good character. 
‘ I was informed/ he says, 4 that they were generally very 
moderate in the hardest times of persecution.’ I am 
afraid that he was misinformed. If he was not, there 
must have been a few whose persecuting zeal outweighed 
the moderation of the rest, for our county had more 
than its share of sufferers and sufferings. 

To close this chapter of martyrs I may add that the 
Act of Toleration (1689) gave all Protestant Dissenters 
liberty of worship and the option of making a declaration 
of fidelity instead of taking the oath of allegiance. Qua¬ 
kers were still liable to be harassed for refusing to swear 
and to pay Church dues. They were relieved from the 
first liability by an Act passed in 1696, allowing them to 
affirm. They could not be relieved from the liability to 
pay tithes, etc., but the same Act freed them from the 
heavy law costs incurred in their recovery. A single 
magistrate could henceforth sign a warrant for levying 
distress, and if there was an over-levy the ‘ over-plus 
was to be rendered to the ‘ offender.’ 

It is impossible to say definitely who first brought the 
Friendly light to Pembrokeshire. Thomas Holme cer- 
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tainly visited the county early in the history of the 
movement, and Besse says that he is believed ‘ to have 
been the first preacher among the people called Quakers 
in Wales/ Holme may have been the first of Fox's 
English disciples 1 to cross Offa’s Dyke on a mission, 
but he was not the first to bring the new faith. Richard 
Davies, of Welshpool, writes : 

About this time, being in the year 1656, our ministers told us that 
there was a sort of people come up in the north [of England] called 
Quakers, that were a people of strange postures and principles. . .. 
This sort of people called Quakers were much preached against. . . . 
They were represented to us to be such a dangerous sort of people 
that we were afraid of any who had the name of Quaker, lest we should 
be deceived by them. 2 3 

The report concerning the ‘ strange people' had 
reached Wrexham by 1653, and roused so much curiosity 
that in July of that year Morgan Floyd, 3 1 the priest,' 
sent two of his congregation to Swarthmore to enquire. 
The result of their mission is told by Fox : 

When those triers came down amongst us the power of the Lord 
overcame them, and they were both convinced of the truth. So they 
stayed some time with us, and then returned into Wales, where, after¬ 
wards, one of them departed from his convincement; but the other, 
whose name was John ap John [of Trevor, near Llangollen], abode in 
the truth, and received a part in the ministry, in which he continued 
faithful. 4 

It is known that when John returned to Wales he 
began preaching the new faith ; it is highly probably 
that he was the Welshman who accompanied Holme, and 
certain that he was the Welshman who accompanied 


1 Two of them, John Lawson and Richard Hubberthorne, had paid 
a brief visit to Wrexham in October, 1653, but as their zeal was chiefly 
displayed in abusing a respected ‘ priest,’ they are not likely to have 
made any converts. 

2 An account of the convincement, exercises, services, and travels 
of that ancient servant of the Lord, Richard Davies, 1710, p. 7. 

3 The Independent minister of Wrexham, author of Llyfr y tri 
aderyn. He was a celebrated mystical preacher, and had a good deal 
of sympathy with the views of Fox. He was probably the ‘ priest ’ 
of the preceding note 1. 

4 Journal of George Fox, 1852, I., 172. 
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Fox to Pembrokeshire. Of the two visits we fortunately 
have accounts written by the visitors themselves. The 
first, preserved among the Swarthmore MSS. is described 
as a ‘ letter from Thomas Holme to Margaret Fell, 1 
abought 1656, conserning his wife/ It is dated ‘ 26 day 
4 month ’ (June O.S.). The year is omitted, but all the 
known facts point to 1656. This 2 is the part most interest¬ 
ing to us : 

The last week I was in Pembrokeshire. It’s called ‘ Little England 
beyond Wales.’ The most of that county is English. The Lord hath a 
people there. In Tenby, which stands upon the eye [Pedge] of the 
sea, I had five meetings. Four of them I had at the mayor’s house, 
and the other at his brother's. A great convincement there is there ; 
truly the Lord hath a great work here, away in the south of Wales and 
Monmouthshire. The mayor of Tenby and his wife are pretty Friends, 
and his brother and sister, and many others in the town hath a true 
love and true desires in them. A justice there is in the town which 
came to meetings the last First Day, and his brother and many of them 
called gentle folks have a true love in them. My spirit was large to¬ 
wards them ; they receive the truth in the love of it. I lay four nights 
in the mayor’s house, and a Welshman [almost certainly John ap John] 
with me I took along, which is serviceable. 

We passed to Pembroke town. In that town there is one of the 
aldermen convinced, and a shoemaker are two. 

And from thence we passed to Haverfordwest, the greatest town in 
Wales, and there, a merchant of the town [almost certainly William 
Bateman] is convinced. And we got a meeting that night of near 
two hundred people at his house in that town. 

This is Fox’s account 3 of the visit which he paid to 
Pembrokeshire in 1657. 


1 Margaret Fell was then the wife of Thomas Fell of Swarthmore 
Hall, near Ulverston, in Furness, a member of the Long Parliament, 
judge of assize on the Chester and North Wales circuit, vice-chancellor 
of the Duchy of Lancaster, and attorney for the County Palatine. 
She was converted by Fox in 1652 ; her husband, though he did not 
become a professed follower, became a warm sympathiser. He died 
in 1658 ; in 1669 his widow married Fox. From the date of her con¬ 
version her home had been a kind of headquarters, whither the mission¬ 
aries sent reports of their movements. These, with many other docu¬ 
ments, were carefully preserved, and now form invaluable material 
for the history of the Friends. 

2 The spelling and punctuation have been modernised. 

3 Journal , /., 299. 
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From this place [Leominster] I travelled on in Wales, having several 
meetings, till I came to Tenby ; where, as I rode up the street, a 
justice of peace came out of his house, desired me to alight and stay 
at his house ; and I did so. On First Day the mayor and his wife and 
several of the chief of the town came in about ten and stayed all the 
time of the meeting. A glorious one it was. John ap John, being then 
with me, left it and went to the steeple-house, and the governor 1 cast 
him into prison. On the Second Day morning the governor sent one 
of his officers to the justice’s house to fetch me, which grieved the 
mayor and the justice, for they were both with me in the justice’s 
house when the officer came. So the mayor and the justice went up 
to the governor before me ; and after a while I went up with the officer. 
When I calme in I said ‘ Peace be unto this house.’ And before the 
governor could examine me I asked him why he cast my friend into 
prison. He said ‘ For standing with his hat on in the church.’ I said, 
‘ Had not the priest 2 two caps on his head, a black one and a white 
one ? Cut oh the brims of the hat, and then my friend would have but 
one, and the brims of the hat were but to defend him from the weather. ’ 
‘ These are frivolous things,’ said the governor. * Why then,' said I, 
‘ dost thou cast my friend into prison for such frivolous things ? ’ 
Then he asked me whether I owned election and reprobation. * Yes,’ 
said I, * and thou art in the reprobation.’ At that he was in a rage, and 
said he would send me to prison till I proved it ; but I told him I would 
prove that quickly if he would confess truth. Then I asked him whether 
wrath, fury, rage, and persecution were not marks of reprobation ; 
for he that was born of the flesh persecuted him that was born of the 
Spirit; but Christ and His disciples never persecuted nor imprisoned 
any. Then he fairly confessed that he had too much wrath, haste, 
and passion in him. I told him Esau was up in him, the first birth, 
not Jacob the second birth. The Lord’s power so reached and came 
over him that he confessed to truth ; and the other justice came and 
shook me kindly by the hand. 

As I was passing away I was moved to speak to the governor again, 
and he invited me to dine with him, and set my friend at liberty. I 
went back to the other justice’s house ; and after some time the mayor 
and his wife, and the justice and his wife, and divers other Friends of 
the town went about half a mile out of town with us, to the water side 


1 Tenby was a walled town, and in the Pembrokeshire rising had 
sided with the king. It was taken by the Parliamentary forces on 31st 
May, 1648, and the governor would doubtless be one of Cromwell’s 
officers as expert in theology as in war, and as much prejudiced against 
the new system as one of Laud’s own priests would have been. 

2 John Roch was appointed rector in 1624, and died in 1670, but 
during the Commonwealth the living was held by Edward Carner, 
who therefore may have been the priest. 
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when we went away ; and there, when we parted from them, I was 
moved of the Lord to kneel down with them and pray to the Lord to 
preserve them. So, after I had recommended them to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, their Saviour and free teacher, we passed away in the Lord’s 
power, and the Lord had the glory. A meeting continues in that town 
to this day. 

We travelled to Pembrokeshire and in Pembroke had some service 
for the Lord. 

Thence we passed to Haverfordwest, where we had a great meeting, 
and all was quiet. The Lord’s power came over all, and many were 
settled in the new covenant, Christ Jesus, and built upon Him their 
rock and foundation ; and they stand a precious meeting to this day. 
Next day, being their fair day, we passed through it, and sounded the 
day of the Lord and His everlasting truth amongst them. 

These two extracts, instead of answering our question 
as to the ‘ first publisher of the truth ’ in Pembrokeshire, 
suggest other questions. The municipal authorities of 
Tenby might, if broadminded, have tolerated or ignored 
the presence of Holme and Fox, and, if narrowminded, 
have persecuted them ; but we find Holme welcomed in 
1656 as a guest by the mayor, and heard sympathetically 
by one of the justices, 1 and Fox in 1657 welcomed as a 
guest and heard sympathetically by the mayor. The 
mayor was elected on Michaelmas Day, when two of the 
aldermen were also chosen to act as justices during the 
coming year. The mayor elected in 1655 was Thomas 
Rogers, but he died in office, 2 and was succeeded for the 
remainder of his term by Thomas Barrett. 3 It must 


1 Remembering the recent serious anti-Puritan rising in Pembroke¬ 
shire we may well understand that Cromwell’s government had been 
careful to appoint as magistrates only men of strong Puritan convic¬ 
tions—men therefore likely to tolerate, perhaps to sympathise with 
the new doctrine. 

2 An entry in the Gumfreston Parish Registers shows that Rogers 
performed a marriage ceremony on January 3rd, 1655-6.—Article by 
Edward Laws in the Archceologia Cambrensis, July, 1900, p. 214. 

3 The Barretts were a family of standing in Tenby. A Thomas 
Barrett (possibly the father of our Thomas) was alderman in 1623, and 
gave £10 to be lent without interest to poor burgesses ; a Thomas 
(possibly ours) was mayor in 1651, and an Alderman Thomas (almost 
certainly the same) is shown by an extant probate inventory to have 
died in 1665.—Laws : Little England beyond Wales, p. 397, and informa¬ 
tion supplied by the Town Clerk (Mr. G. Lort Stokes) and Mr. Francis 
Green. 
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be he who received Holme, and it may be he who was on 
the look-out to welcome Fox. Holme, writing imme¬ 
diately after his visit, says that the mayor and his wife 
‘ are pretty Friends/ and ‘ the Lord hath a people there/ 
This is not the language we should expect him to apply 
to converts made within the past week, and all the 
circumstances seem to suggest that there were Friends 
in Tenby before June, 1656, and that it was a knowledge 
of the welcome awaiting them which caused Holme and 
Fox to begin their mission there rather than at Haverford¬ 
west, ‘ the greatest town in Wales/ We know from 
Gawler that Holme's wife addressed the Quakers assem¬ 
bled in Barrett's house in 1659/ an ^ th e on ly difficulty 
is that he must have taken an oath on assuming office. 
Could he have been converted between the assumption 
and the arrival of Holme ? 

Leaving these questions, perforce, unanswered, I come 
now to a visit made about 1665 by the Richard Davies 
of Welshpool, already mentioned. This is his account 1 2 
of it: 

* When I was clear of Bristol, the Lord having blessed me and pre¬ 
served me so far in my journey, I set forward towards Pembrokeshire. 
I travelled without any companion, but the Lord alone, who was 
with me all along in my journey ; He was my helper and preserver. 

So I came to the house of our Friend Lewis Davies [David, of Llan- 
ddewi Velfrey], who gladly received me in the Lord. Staying there 
some time they lent me a horse to go to a meeting at Redstone [about 
a mile north of Narberth Castle], and I left my own horse behind me, 
thinking he might rest for some days after my hard riding. When I 
came to the place the meeting was out of doors, there being no house 
that I knew of that could contain the multitude of people. When we 
came to the meeting Meredith Edwards, whom Friends judged unfit 
to preach the Gospel, had the confidence to speak to the people till 
they were weary of him, and those that were sensible were burthened 
by him ; after some time there stood up a Friend and silenced him. 
I sate as a stranger among them. The Lord was with us ; His good 
presence was our comfort and satisfaction ; and after some time I had 
an opportunity to open to the people those things that belong to their 


1 Francis Gawler : A Record of some Persecutions , 1659, p. 21. 

2 Davies : op. cit. p. 115. 
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eternal salvation ; and having concluded the meeting in prayer this 
man, M. Edwards aforesaid, stood up again and preached to the people, 
and I turned my back and came away and the Friends, with most 
part of the people, followed me. 

As I was coming out a Friend came and told me there were two 
soldiers (I understood afterwards they were the two sons of a priest) 
that had brought my horse there some [2J] miles. When I saw my 
horse I drew nigh to them and asked them who brought my horse 
there. They asked me whether I was the man that came from Bristol. 
I said I was. 4 Then,’ said they, 4 you are the man we look for.' I 
asked them by what authority they came or what warrant they had, 
and they showed me their swords and pistols. I told them such war¬ 
rants highwaymen had. Then I asked them how they durst venture 
so among such a company. They said they knew we were peaceable 
men, and would not resist; otherwise they would have brought greater 
force. I told Friends 4 We are not bound to obey them,’ and desired 
Friends to part, and leave only two or three with me ; but Friends’ 
love was so great to me that they kept mostly in a body about me. 
So I desired the Friend to take my saddle and bridle, that was 
upon the Friend’s horse that I rid to the meeting on, and put them 
upon my own horse. So I got upon my horse and bid them lay their 
hands oh my horse, for I feared not their swords nor pistols ; but if 
they had a warrant from any justice of peace or lawful magistrate 
within the county I would obey it. Then they let my horse go, and I 
turned a little aside, and saw them lay hold of the other man, M. 
Edwards (I could not call him a Friend, because he was not guided 
by a right spirit), and I turned myself to them again, and told them 
that if any justice of peace or any lawful magistrate within the county 
had anything to say to me that came from Bristol, they should hear of 
me at the house of William Bateman, in Haverfordwest. I told them 
my business would require some stay in the country ; so they let us 
go pretty friendly ; and I had several brave meetings in Haverfor- 
west and other places in the county. 

The last I had was at Ponchison [Puncheston] among the Welsh. 
They having notice of a Welshman coming to keep a meeting in those 
parts, many came to that meeting, and good service I had for the 
Lord, His truth being declared in their own language to them. We had 
the meeting out of doors, and I stood with my back towards Thomas 
Simmon’s [Simon’s] wall of his house. I was young and strong and my 
voice was heard to the steeplehouse, and most of them came out to 
hear me, and very few came out with the priest when he had done. 
When the priest saw such a multitude he was moved to passion, and 
would have had the constable take me down. It was reported some 
said to the priest they would not take me down for I preached Christ 
and the Gospel to them, and they would have him come and learn of 
me himself. I was informed that the priest’s wife and two of his 
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daughters were at the meeting, and were very loving and tender, and 
came to be convinced of the truth. The Lord was not wanting to us ; 
His life, power, and good presence was with us, and that meeting was 
the last I had in Pembrokeshire at that time. The Friends of that 
county were very loving and careful of Friends that came from far 
to visit them. . . . 

As for M. Edwards, the two men before mentioned took him 
before a justice ; the justice would have been moderate to him, and 
would have showed him kindness, but he, by his ungoverned temper, 
provoked the justice to passion, so that he committed him to the House 
of Correction as a vagrant for three months to the great trouble of 
Friends. 

Richard Davies came to Pembrokeshire a second time 
about 1668. He says 1 that hearing Thomas Ellis and 
others had been arrested at Aberystwyth and sent to 
Cardigan Gaol, 

I found much love in my heart towards them, even so as to go to 
the magistrates of the county, to offer myself a prisoner instead. . . 
that they might go home to visit their families. I acquainted my wife 
of my exercise, which came pretty close to her ; but she likewise in 
love, after a little consideration, gave me up for that service. So 
in a few days I took my journey, and went first to Thomas Ellis’s 
house to visit his wife and family before I went farther ; his house 
being about twenty-four miles from Welshpool, and not far out of my 
way towards Cardiganshire. There I very unexpectedly met T. Ellis 
himself at home ; he told me they were all discharged out of prison. . . 
And now my service being farther for Pembrokeshire, T. Ellis was 
willing to accompany me in my journey ; and we went to Aberystwyth. 

Of what befel them there and at Eampeter, and of 
their hardship on the way to Cardigan, there is no need 
to speak. From Cardigan, Davies says, 

We had a Friend for our guide towards Pontchison in Pembroke¬ 
shire, but we were benighted, and it rained ; our guide lost his way, and 
we wandered up and down among the peat or turf pits and other danger¬ 
ous places, but the Lord preserved us out of them all. At length we 
came to Pontchison, but it being dark we did not know the house 
where our Friend, that we intended to go to, lived ; but I spoke to 
our guide to see where the steeple-house door was, and he brought 
us to it; then I told them the Friend’s house was opposite to it; for 
I remembered when I had a meeting there my back was against the wall 


1 Davies, op. cit. p. 124. 
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of the house, and my face towards the steeple-house door. So we went 
forwards, and found the house. I desired T. Ellis to call and tell them 
that there were some Friends that had lost their way, and desired to 
have lodging there that night. They, being in bed, answered they 
thought that no good Friends were out at that time of the night. T. 
Ellis reasoned a little with them, but still they were not willing to 
rise and let us in. At last I called to the Friend, whose name was 
Thomas Simmons, and to his wife, and desired them to rise and let 
us come in. He asked me who was there. I told him in Welsh, Richard 
Davies was there. ‘ What,’ said he, ' Richard Davies of Welshpool ? 

I told him I was the man. Thereupon the tender loving Friends 
hastily came down and let us into their house, and we were satisfied 
in the love of God. . . . 

Hence we went to Haverfordwest, and so through all the meetings 
in that county till we came to Pontchison again, and had a meeting 
there, where there came many Friends, both Welsh and English, so 
that the house could not contain us, and we had the meeting out of 
doors in the street, and I declared the word of the Lord to them both 
in Welsh and English. 

On their way home Davies and Ellis had a meeting at 
Newcastle Emlyn, whither they were accompanied by 
James Eewis (of Elanddewi), Peregrine Musgrave, 1 and 
other Friends. 

John Burnyeat, another of the ‘ first publishers of 
truth/ visited Pembrokeshire, alone or with John ap 
John, in 1667, 1668, 1669, 1675, and 1676, but as his 
Journal is very summary, we know nothing more of 
his visits than that he had many ‘ blessed ’ or ‘ precious ’ 
meetings. The same adjectives are used by Hugh Ro¬ 
berts, of Pennsylvania, to describe the meetings that he 
had at Haverfordwest and Redstone during a visit paid 
to the mother-land in 1697. 


1 Ernestus Musgrave, an Englishman, who settled in Cardiganshire 
during the Civil War, was employed by the Cromwellian Commissioners 
for the Propagation of the Gospel. His son, Peregrine, born on January 
4th, 1644, started business as a mercer in the Parish of St. Martin, 
Haverfordwest, where he joined the Quakers. He married on Sept. 
29th, 1674, Alice, the daughter of Lewis David, Llanddewi Velfrey. 
He died at Haverfordwest on May 14th, 1712, and was buried at East 
Hook. His sister, Elinor, married George Painter of Broomhill, Dale, 
from whom Lewis Weston Dillwyn, the founder of the famous Cambrian 
Pottery Works at Swansea, was descended.—Article by Mr. Francis 
Green on ‘ The Musgraves of Llanina * in West Wales Hist. Records, 
Vol. IV., p. 193. 
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The persecution of the Quakers began during the 
Commonwealth, for the Puritans who demanded freedom 
of worship for themselves under Charles denied it to 
others under Cromwell. Cromwell himself was not un¬ 
friendly. In 1654, when Fox, arrested in the country, 
was sent up to him, the two men had a long and serious 
talk, at the end of which the man of war dismissed the 
man of peace with the words, ‘ Come again to my house, 
for if thou and I were but an hour a day together we should 
be nearer one to the other/ 

There was no persecution in Pembrokeshire till after 
the death of the Protector. There was much during the 
next thirty years, but exactly how much it is impossible 
to tell, for Besse too often gives the sufferer a name 
without a local habitation. The context sometimes 
warrants more or less confident guesses. If my guesses 
are right (and they may exclude wrongly as many as 
they include wrongly) the number who suffered in the 
county was about no, 1 and the number of the sufferings 


was— 

Imprisonment for attending meetings, about .. 48 

Imprisonment for absence from church .. .. 8 

Imprisonment for refusing to take the oath of allegi- 

iance .. .. .. .. .. .. 8 

Imprisonment for refusing to remove the hat .. 3 

Imprisonment for standing in church .. .. 2 

Imprisonment after excommunication .. .. 3 

Excommunicated for 2d. .. .. .. .. 1 

Died in prison .. ,. .. .. .. .. 1 

Excessive distraint for fines (for absence from 
church, etc.) .. .. .. .. .. .. 15 

Excessive distraint for tithes .. .. .. .. 90 

Excessive distraint for church dues (repairs, etc.) .. 3 

Excessive distraint for arms and munitions .. 8 

Beaten without law .. .. .. .. .. 3 


1 For their names see Appendix I. 
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A complete list of the sufferers with particulars of their 
sufferings would be monotonous, but the following ex¬ 
amples quoted from Besse should be interesting :— 

Anno 1659. James Jones was committed to the 
House of Correction by the Mayor 1 of Haverfordwest, 
for standing before the Minister in the Steeple-house 
there, to the Amazement both of him and the People, 
as the Warrant of Commitment expressed it. For 
the like case William Thomas, of Llandey [Llanddewi 
Velfrey] in Pembrokeshire, was also imprisoned. . . . 

In this year Elizabeth Holmes [Holme] 2 preached 
at many large meetings in Pembrookshire ; at one 
of which Meetings Adam Hawkins, 3 Priest of Haver¬ 
fordwest, was present, and made at first some 
Opposition, but at length, being overcome by the 
Power of Truth, confessed that he did believe her 
to be a Woman that converted many Souls to God, 
and told her, if she would come to his Parish, he 
would give her Opportunity of speaking to the 
People. A short Time after, she, accompanied with 
Alice Burkett [Birkett], went thither, where they had 
a large Meeting at the House of William Bateman, 4 
but were taken thence by Officers, and brought 
before the Mayor and another Justice, who sent 
them to the House of Correction, where the Keeper 


1 The mayor was Lewis Barron. The * other justice * was Thomas 
Davies (or Davids), who was sheriff in 1639, and mayor in 1652. 

2 Elizabeth Holme (Leavens) was the wife of Thomas. She and 
Alice Birkett of Kendal were two of the early missionaries. 

3 Adam Hawkins was vicar of St. Mary’s from 1656 to 1679. Gawler 
says that Hawkins first heard Mrs. Holme ‘ in a meeting at Thomas 
Barrett’s house in Tenbigh,’ where he ‘ came with two Bibles under 
his arm.' 

4 Bateman was one of the chief Quakers of Pembrokeshire, and 
belonged to one of the chief families of Haverfordwest. Between 
1605 and 1750 the office of mayor of the town was filled thirteen times, 
and the office of sheriff of the town and county thirteen times by a 
Bateman. No other name appears so often in the lists of mayors and 
sheriffs. Gawler says that some of the magistrates, * formerly 
adherent to Charles Stuart,’ had * an enmity against ’ William 
Bateman because he had been ‘ all along well-affected to the honest 
party ’ (the Puritans). 

B 
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at first talked roughly to them, but afterward, ob¬ 
serving their Christian and innocent Deportment, 
became very loving and kind, permitting them to 
have Meetings in the Prison, where they were kept 
about fourteen days till the Quarter Sessions. In 
their Imprisonment, Hawkins the Priest, came to 
them, pretending he had no Hand in their Commit¬ 
ment, for which Deceit they reproved him, knowing 
that he had influenced the Magistrates on that 
Occasion. At Sessions they were called, and one of 
the Justices who committed them [Davies], being 
informed how the Priest had attempted to wipe off 
from himself the Imputation of their Imprisonment, 
openly said that the Priest would not let the Justices 
be quiet, till they sent them to Prison, So the 
Justices gave the Priest a public Reprimand for 
his Hypocrisy, and set the Women at liberty. 
But a few Days after, the Mayor, whom Alice Burket 
had displeased by some Words she spake to him in 
the Street, sent her again to Bridewell, and after 
she had been there two Days, sent her out of the 
Town by a Pass, but she had not gone far before 
the Officers left her to go whither she would.—Vol. 
i., p. 741. 

Anno 1661.—In Pembrookshire, on the 6th of the 
month called August, Bewis David and Susan his 
Wife, James Bewis, Alice Bewis, Evan John, and 
William Thomas [all] of Blandewy [Blanddewi Velfrey] 
were committed to Prison till the next Assizes, 
where they were required to give Security that they 
would not go to any more Meetings, which refusing 
to do, they were recommitted. Soon after, ten 
others were sent to the same Prison, viz., Thomas 
Simons 1 [of Puncheston], and Jane his Wife, with 


1 Ursula was the daughter of Thomas. Of the David and Francis 
Simons mentioned elsewhere as suffering for their faith, the first was 
certainly the son of Thomas, and there seems no reason for doubting 
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their three Sons, Hugh, John, and Evan ; Ursula 
Simons, Laurence Edward [? Puncheston], Henry 
Edward, David Edward, and Margaret Edward. 
The Usage they met with was very cruel, being 
imprisoned among Felons and Murderers, who took 
away their Food, pickt their Pockets, and many 
Ways abused them : The Hardships they endured in 
Winter for want of Fire, having no Place to make 
any in, was very pinching to several of them, who 
were both aged and sickly, and had their Hands and 
Feet much swelled, and their Bodies looking black : 
This they endured two Winters, and after about 
eighteen Months Imprisonment were brought to 
Trial at the Assizes, where the Evidence against 
them was found insufficient to convict them of 
being at the Meeting for which they were indicted ; 
wherefore the Jury acquitted them, and they were 
speedily after discharged from their long unjust 
Confinement. 

On the 21st of September, William Bateman and 
Sarah his Wife, James Jones, Henry Relief and 
Elizabeth his Wife, Morgan Eyron [? Eynon], and 
Joane his Wife, all of Haverford-West, were taken at a 
Meeting, and refusing to give Bail that they would 
have no more such Meetings, were committed to 
Prison, and kept their [sic] till the Assizes a Year 
after, where the Men were fined 5 1 . a piece, and the 
Women five marks each, for Non-payment of which 
they were sent to Bridewell, except William Bate¬ 
man, whose Fine they levied by Distress of his 
Goods.-—Vol. I., p. 747. 

.... Edmund Williams, David Simonds, John 


that the second was also. Thomas married Catherine, the daughter 
of William Probert of Trevigan in the parish of Llanrhian, so that he 
must have been twice married if Besse's ‘ Jane ’ is correct. He died 
in 1673, and was buried at Puncheston. His son Hugh married Anne 
Thomas of Llanddewi Velfrey, and another son Evan, who married 
Jane, the daughter of David John, died in 1682, and was also buried 
at Puncheston.—Information supplied by Mr. Francis Green. 
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Howel, and Richard Poole were taken at a meeting 
in the House of William Bateman in Haverford¬ 
west, and committed to the Town-Gaol, and two 
Days after, being brought before the Magistrates, 
they sent the former three to the House of Correction 
and ordered Richard Poole to remain in Prison till 
the Wind served to send him to Ireland, where he 
dwelt, and then to be whipped and sent thither. . . . 
—Vol. I., p. 748. 

Anno 1662.—On the 8th of September, James 
Picton 1 was committed to Carmarthen Castle, under 
Sentence of Premunire for refusing to Swear, and 
from thence, after four Months, removed to the 
Gaol at Haverford-West, where he remained Prisoner 
many Years.—Vol. I., p. 748. 

Owen Ellis . . . was also excommunicated for 
refusing to pay 2d. for a Demand of Tithe for Cheese. 
—Vol. I., p. 749. 

Anno 1672.—In this Year, by King Charles the 

Second his Tetters Patent, were discharged. 

out of Carmarthen Castle, James Picton, who had 
lain in close Confinement there ten Years under 
Sentence of Premunire.—Vol. I., p. 755. 

Anno 1662.—In the Month called August, Nell 
Woolford, 2 Mary Edoe, Elizabeth Tuntly, Nell 
Griffith, and Catherine Tockier, all of Haverford- 
West, were brought before the Judge of Assize, who 
committed them to close Prison for refusing to 
take the Oath of Allegiance. 

In September, Humphry Williams and Rebecca 
his Wife, Abigail, the Wife of William Gray, John 
Howel, and Rebecca Williams, jun., as they were 


1 James Picton belonged to Swansea, a Quaker stronghold down 
to the 19th century. He wrote A just plea against Swearing and against 
the National Worship of England (London, 1663). 

2 A Wolford was mayor three times, and sheriff four times between 
1655 and 1695 ; an Eddowe was sheriff in 1661. 
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going to a Meeting in Haverford-West, were taken 
in the Street, and imprisoned some Days.—Vol. I., 
p. 749. 

Anno 1663.—William Fortune, John Davis, and 
Humphry Williams, were imprisoned some Days in 
the Month called April, for appearing at the Assizes 
in Pembrookshire with their hats on.—Vol. I., p. 
750 . 

Anno 1666.—In this Year Hugh Lloyd, of Haver¬ 
ford-West, died a Prisoner for his Testimony against 
Swearing : For which cause also, Edward Lord 1 was 
a Prisoner at Haverford-West. And in the same 
Year Hugh Simonds and Laurence Edwards were 
committed to Prison for Absence from the National 
Worship.—Vol. I., p. 751. 

Anno 1670.—In this Year also, many of this 
People suffered very grievous and exorbitant Dis¬ 
tresses for their religious Meetings, of which we have 
the following Instances, viz. :— 

I. Thomas Simonds, of Pincheston in Pembrook¬ 
shire, for suffering Meetings at his House, had his 
Cattle taken away at one Time worth 24 L, which 
were sold for 81 . At another Time, some Household 
Goods of his worth 26s. were sold for 7s. And at 
another Time, Corn, Hay, and Thatch, taken from 
him to the value of 20 1 ., were sold for 5 1., of which 
one Third was ordered at Sessions to be given to 
the Poor, but they, conscious of the Sufferer's 
Innocence, from whose Charity they had often found 
Relief, refused to receive any of that Money when 
tendered them. 

II. William Thomas, of Llandewy, being fined 
5s., was met on the Highway by the chief Constable, 
a petty Constable, and an Informer, who demanded 
the Horse he rode upon ; he asking for their Warrant, 


1 Of Rudbaxton. In 1675 he was fined £5 for refusing to be sworn 
in as bailiff, and twice suffered excessive distraint for tithes. 
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was answered with, Sirrah, do you question the 
King's Power ? And at the same Time was struck 
on the Head and Shoulders with a great Staff, and 
pluckt from his Horse, the Constables looking on, 
but not daring to gainsay the Act of their Master, the 
Informer. The Horse was taken away for a 5s. 
Fine, and afterwards sold for 3 1. is. 4 d. Beside 
which, they took from him a Pan worth 1 1 . is. 

III. Lewis David, for 20 1 . Fine, had his Corn and 
Hay seized to the Value of 25 1 . and sold for 81 ., being 
all the Effects he had in the County of Pembrook, 
but he having an House and Land in Carmarthen¬ 
shire, the Justices sent a Certificate thither, by 
which his Cattle, Corn, Hay, and Bedding there, 
were seized to the Value of 36 1 . more, which they 
also sold for 8/., so that having taken the Value of 
61/. for a Fine of 20 1 . they yet pretended to want 
4 1 . of their first demand.—Vol. I., p. 752. 

Towards the end of the reign of Charles II., the sufferers 
heard that there was, across the sea, a pleasant land where 
they could enjoy freedom of worship, where the atmos¬ 
phere was Friendly, and where fertile farms could be 
had almost for the asking. This pleasant land was 
Pennsylvania, 1 owned and ruled by the Quaker of highest 
social standing, William Penn. 

Penn’s father, the great admiral Sir William, had died 
leaving him a claim against the Government of nearly 
£15,000—money lent and salary unpaid. The son, 
anxious to find a place where the prisoners could be at 
rest and hear no more the voice of the oppressor, asked 


1 Penn had intended calling his province New Wales, because it 
was mountainous and also, perhaps, because that name would continue 
the chain of New England, New Amsterdam (New York), and New 
Jersey. The secretary of the Privy Council, however, being an Epis¬ 
copalian Welshman, objected to even a verbal connection between 
his native land and a Quaker settlement. Penn, therefore, remember¬ 
ing that the country was wooded as well as mountainous, suggested 
Sylvania. To this the King proposed to prefix Penn in honour of the 
admiral. The admiral's son demurred, but he was over-ruled, and 
Pensylvania was finally fixed on. 
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the King to give him, as payment, a tract of unoccupied 
land in America. Charles, whose treasury was often 
empty, thought a grant of uncounted miles which brought 
him nothing (and which in strict justice did not belong 
to him) would be an easy release from a troublesome 
debt, so Penn obtained (on 5th March, 1681) the charter 
which he sought. 

Without settlers the province would have been as value¬ 
less to him as it had been to the King, and settlers were 
accordingly invited. Of the Nonconformists who natur¬ 
ally accepted the invitation none accepted more readily 
and freely than the Quakers, and of the Quakers none 
more readily and freely than the Welsh. Their persecution 
having been specially severe, their desire for liberty and 
peace was specially keen. It was also their desire to pre¬ 
serve their nationality : they were willing to live near the 
English settlers, but did not want to live amongst them. 

They sent a committee of a dozen of their leading men 
(of whom Lewis David of Llanddewi Velfrey was one) to 
represent their views to Penn. When they met him in 
London they found him quite compliant. He promised 
to give them exclusive title to a barony where they :ould 
keep up their old language and their old customs, and 
they promised to try to dispose of 40,000 or more acres. 
Seven * companies ’ of them bought 30,000 acres almost 
at once, the remainder being afterwards sold in smaller 
lots to individuals. The only ' company * which con¬ 
cerns us immediately was headed by Lewis David, who 
paid £60 for a lot of 3000 acres (conveyed to him by deed 
dated March 2nd, 1681 1 ). He in turn (by deeds dated 
May, 1682) conveyed 

500 acres to William Howell of Castlebythe, 

1000 acres to Henry Lewis of Redstone, 

500 acres to Rees Rotheroe of Llanwenog, Cardigan¬ 
shire, 


1 The facts respecting the dealings in land are summarised from C. 
H. Browning’s Welsh Settlement of Pensylvania. (Browning gives a 
reason for this spelling of the name.) 
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250 acres to Evan Thomas of Llanycefn, and 

250 acres to Maurice Scourfield of Narberth, 1 

retaining the remaining 500 acres for himself. He did 
not emigrate till about 1690, and when he did he left some 
of his childien behind. After holding a prominent posi¬ 
tion in the settlement he died in March, 1708, and was 
buried at Merion. 

The settlers had frequent dealings in land among 
themselves ; by 1702 there had been so many changes 
in the holdings and the holders that a new survey became 
necessary. This showed that parts of the original grant 
to Lewis David were then occupied by— 

1. David Hugh (of whom I know nothing more). 

2. Henry, John David, and Nathan Thomas, who 

who may have been related to William Thomas 

of Llanddewi. 

3. John Lewis, sen., and John Lewis, jun., who prob¬ 

ably belonged to the Llanddewi family. 

4. Richard Hayes, who is said to have come from 

Ilmiston (? Uzmaston). 

5. Maurice Llewellyn of Castlebythe, and 

6. David Rees (probably the David Rice of ‘ near 

Redstone/ in Glenn's list). 

Henry Lewis of Redstone, by deed dated May 10th, 
1682, bought for £25 1000 acres on which he settled soon 
afterwards. In 1684 he sold 250 acres to John Lewis, 
and in 1695, Henry Lewis, jun., sold 100 acres to John 
Lewis, jun., and 50 acres to Richard Hayes. Hayes had 
already bought 50 acres from William Howell, and 160 
from John Burge, clothier, of Haverfordwest, who also 
sold 250 acres to William Kelly, weaver, of the same town. 

Henry Lewis, sen., called his new home by the Welsh 


1 Maurice Scourfield, dying in 1682, did not emigrate. John, son to 
him and Dorothy, daughter of Henry Bowen of Haverfordwest, con¬ 
veyed these 250 acres, by deed dated April 22nd, 1699, to Owen Tho¬ 
mas. (This is an inference made with the aid of information from Mr. 
Francis Green, from the contradictory statements of Mr. Browning 
and Mr. Glenn.) 
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name of his old home, Maencoch. 1 He held, at one time 
or other, nearly every possible office, civil or religious, 
in the community. His will, made in 1688, and witnessed 
by Lewis David, Griffith Owen, and Thomas Ellis, was 
proved in 1705. He left Maencoch to his wife (Margaret 
Protheroe, whom he had married in 1670), and after 
her to his sons Henry and Lewis. He also provided for 
his son Samuel, and for his daughter Elizabeth (who had 
married Richard Hayes, jun., in 1697). 

Richard Hayes, sen., said to be of Ilmiston (? Uzmas- 
ton), and his wife Issett, are described as ‘ aged Friends ’ 
when they left Pembrokeshire in 1687. He died in 1697 
leaving his estate to his wife, and after her to his son 
Richard (who had married Elizabeth, daughter of Henry 
Lewis of Redstone). He also gave legacies to his son 
John, and to his cousin Sarah James. Richard Hayes 
jun., * having received a better education than was 
usual among the early emigrants, and being withal a 
man of excellent business qualifications, was almost 
constantly occupied in some public employment/ His 
daughter Hannah married in 1727, James Jones, who 
was born in Wales in 1699. 

William Jenkins, * emasculator/ of Tenby, was born 
in 1648. He married in 1678 Elizabeth, daughter 
of Lewis Griffith of Tenby. In 1681 he bought 1000 
acres which he seems to have sold again, because, when 
he emigrated in 1685, he settled on 250 acres which he 
had bought from John Poyer of Redstone. In 1698 he 
removed to Abington, where Jenkinstown preserves his 
name to this day. After serving as justice and Member 
of Assembly he died on June 7th, 1712. 

The * Welsh Tract' is now almost a part of Philadelphia, 
but the love of the original settlers for their hen wlad 
is brought to mind by such place-names as Merion, 


1 Mr. Glenn, innocent of Welsh, says that Maencoch was ‘ probably 
a corruption of Maenclochog, a parish in Pembrokeshire, nine miles 
from Narberth.'—Merion, 290. 
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Radnor, Montgomery, Bryn Mawr, Gwynedd, Uwchlan, 
Tredyffryn, Haverford, St. Davids, and Narberth ; and 
it is interesting for us to note that the farm-house built 
by Maurice Llewellyn and called Castle Bythe in memory 
of his Pembrokeshire home was still standing a few years 
ago. 1 

After the passing of the Toleration Act, when zeal was 
no longer fanned by persecution, Quakerism began to 
decline, and it has continued to decline almost steadily 
ever sir^ce. To state the various reasons why, so far from 
increasing, it has failed to maintain its numbers would 
be irrelevant, but I may say that, while some of them 
were inherent in the system, others might have been re¬ 
moved without damage to its frame-work. Of the causes 
which were matters more of policy than principle, the 
chief was the rule that any member marrying out of the 
body should be disowned. The disastrous effects of this 
rule were actual and potential : it lost to the society 
thousands of actual members, and, in their children, 
thousands more of potential members. 

In Pembrokeshire all the causes operated on a com¬ 
munity already depleted by emigration. The rapid loss 
of strength after the emigration is illustrated by the 
fact that, whereas between 1682 and 1691 three of the 
ten Yearly Meetings 2 for Wales were held in the county, 
only five of the ninety-six between 1692 and 1797 were 
held in Pembrokeshire. 

At the end of the 17th century there were meetings 
with or without houses at Haverfordwest, Redstone, 
Puncheston, Jamestown (near Manorbier), Newport, and 
St. Davids. Regular meetings were discontinued at 
Puncheston in 1725, at Newport in 1726, at St. Davids 


1 For the names of some of the emigrants see Appendix II. 

2 The places of meeting were : Redstone, 1682 ; Haverfordwest, 
1684, 1691, 1715, 1749, 1781; Tenby, 1743; Pembroke, 1766. 
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in 1732, at Redstone in 1766, and at Jamestown in 1777, 1 
though meetings might be held in the derelict chapels when 
a travelling minister visited the county, and we hear of 
marriages celebrated in them even when they were nearly 
roofless. 2 In January, 1714 (and again in June, 1723), 
the only meetings reported to be collecting for the 
' general service ’ were Haverfordwest, Redstone, James¬ 
town, and St. Davids. 

As a kind of compensation for the loss which the 
Society suffered towards the end of the 17th century 
by emigration to America, there was a small immigration 
from America towards the end of the 18th century, 
when the Starbucks and other Friends came over to found 
Milford. 3 Their meeting was started in the autumn of 
1794, and their meeting-house was opened on March 3rd, 
1811. Even with this accession of strength there were 
only fourteen members in 1829, and no member had 
been admitted f by convincement J since 1800. I believe 
that the last member to be so admitted was George 
Phillips (universally known as ' the Quaker ’ during my 
school-days at Haverfordwest), who was received in 1857 
into the Society whose traditional virtues he fully ex¬ 
emplified. 


1 These dates are taken from the Minutes of the Pembrokeshire 
Monthly Meeting, now preserved in Devonshire House. 

2 The burial ground for the Redstone district is at Trewern, half¬ 
way between Llanddewi Velfrey and Whitland ; that for the Punches- 
ton district at Martel, about half a mile east of Little Newcastle ; 
and that for the Haverfordwest district on the Mount, Portfield. A 
good many of the early Friends were buried at West Hook, though I 
do not know why that place was chosen, or whether the yard is still 
preserved. 

3 As I am dealing with the Pembrokeshire Quakers, the history of 
these Americans is beside my purpose. It has already been told in 
The Builders of Milford by Miss Flora Thomas, who had access to a 
very interesting series of private papers. 
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APPENDICES. 


I — €he ^ufferct0. 

Of the sufferers named 1 by Besse the following certainly 
belonged to the county of Pembroke :— 

Haverfordwest. William Bateman and his 
wife, Evan Bowen (Prendergast), John Burge, Mary 
Eddowe, Morgan Eynon (Besse has ‘ Eyron ’) and 
Joan his wife, James (Gawler says ' Jennit ’) Jones, 
Francis Floyd (Prendergast), Hugh Floyd, Catherine 
Fockyer, Elizabeth Funtly, Peregrine Musgrave, 
Henry Relief and Elizabeth his wife, James Thomas, 
Nell Woolford. 

Rudbaxton. Edward Ford. 

Feanddewi Veefrey. Fewis David and Susan 
his wife, Evan John, 2 Alice Fewis, James Fewis, 
David Rice, William Thomas. 2 

Feawhaden. William Thomas (probably the 
preceding). 


1 Besse, probably copying faithfully the names that he found in 
the countless minor lists from which he compiled his ponderous record, 
often gives several spellings of the same name. In this Appendix I 
give the normal spellings. 

2 William Thomas was a frequent sufferer. Besse first mentions 
him under the year 1659 (Vol. I., p. 741), when he was imprisoned 
for ‘ standing before the minister in the steeple-house.’ Gawler 
gives some further particulars (p. 23) :— 

‘ William Thomas of Llandvey in Pembrookshire for standing 
witness against Stephen Hughes, called minister, in the steeple-house 
of Llandivilio, for which he was apprehended and brought before 
John Elliot, called justice.’ 

‘ Llandivilio ’ is Llandissilio, to the living of which David Jones was 
instituted in 1657, at the instigation of his friend, the famous Stephen 
Hughes. Gawler adds :— 

‘ Though this man, Stephen Hughes, be accounted such a great 
priest in Pembrook and Carmarthen Shires, yet here he is made manifest 
to be a persecutor and a striker, who struck Evan John of the Parish 
of Llandeny in the county aforesaid, in the presence of William Thomas 
and George Howel of the said parish.’ 

Though Gawler doubtless thought that he was writing the truth 
we are not bound to believe that Stephen Hughes was ‘ a persecutor 
and a striker ’ because Quakers who had been victims to the zeal of 
some of the clergy were not likely to examine the evidence critically 
when they heard any ‘ priest ’ accused of harshness. 
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Narberth. John Husband, Evan Protheroe. 

Redstone. Thomas Ellis, Henry Lewis. 

Robeston Wathen. Harry Lewis, John Poyer. 

Tenby. David Hitchins, William Jenkins, James 
Lewis. (Gawler mentions Thomas Barrett as a 
Friend living here in 1659.) 

Puncheston. David Lawrence, Thomas Simons 
and his wife and their sons Hugh, John, and Evan. 

Henry's Moat. Evan Simons (possibly the Evan 
Simons of Puncheston). 

Spittae. William Owen. 

Castee Bythe. Maurice Llewelyn, Mary Llewelyn. 

Wiston. James James. 

Leandissieio. Richard Evan, George Lewis. 

Leanyceen. Thomas Griffith. 

Langoeman. Lewis James. 

Iemiston (? Uzmaston). Richard Hayes. 

Reynaeton. Thomas Willis. 

Hacsket (? Hacket near Reynalton), John Harris. 

Besse does not say where the following lived, but, as 
they were imprisoned at Haverfordwest, we may presume 
that they lived in Pembrokeshire, except when we know 
them to be visitors :— 

Henry Clayton, Robert Cornock, Thomas David, 
John Davis, David Edward, Henry Edward, Laurence 
Edward, Margaret Edward, Henry Evan, William 
Fortune, 1 2 Abigail the wife of William Gray, Howel 


1 William Fortune may have been the father of the George Fortune 
respecting whom the Men’s Meeting held at Haverfordwest on ‘ the 
16th 5 m [July] 1703 ’ passed the following curious resolution :— 

* In as much as we have had information of George Fortune dis¬ 
orderly walking & y* he do not in sevrall respects answer y e profesion 
he have made of truth not wth standing he have often admonished & 
counseld by sevrall frds & in o r monthly meeting in y e 3 m last sent 

2 frds from the meeting to advise him and to let him know y* frds 
desired him to be at y e meeting y e 4 m following, he not answering y e 
s d request & slighting all advice & endeavours y t have been used for 
his good do persist in his obstinat will & slights frds & meetings there¬ 
fore we can not have unity wth him or esteem him as one of y r [our] 
communion unless he repent & forsake y® evill of his way.’ 
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Griffith, Rice Harris, John Hilline, John Holmes 
(PHolme), Elizabeth Howel, John Howel, Thomas 
Kent, James Eewis, John Eewis, Griffith Morgan, 
Maurice Owen, Philip Price, David Simons, Francis 
Simons, Ursula Simons, Richard White, Thomas 
William, David Williams, Edmund Williams, Hum¬ 
phry Williams, and Rebecca his wife, Rebecca Wil¬ 
liams, jun. 

Visitors : Alice Birkett, Elizabeth Holme (? John 
Holme), James Picton, Richard Poole. 

The following probably lived in the county :— 

Maurice Cole, John Evans, Edward Griffith, John 
Griffith, Joseph Griffith, William Hillay, David 
Jones, Griffith Jones, Owen Eewis. 

The following possibly lived in the county :— 

Arthur Bewes, Amos Davies, Evan Davies, Rice 
Evans, Maurice Humphrey, Elizabeth John, Morgan 
John, Susan Mansell, John Meredith, Pierce Morris, 
Philip Price, John Reynolds, William Reynolds, 
John Richards, Ellis Roberts, John Robins, John 
Williams. 


2 —€be emigrants. 

The following names of Pembrokeshire Friends who 
emigrated are taken from a list (unfortunately ‘not 
intended to be exhaustive ') in Glenn's Welsh Founders 
of Pennsylvania :— 

Haverfordwest. J anet Humphries, maid to 
George Painter, emigrated 1683. David Jones, 
husbandman, em. 1699—1700. Samuel Jones, 
husbandman; doubtless the Samuel John con¬ 
cerning whom there is a testimony in the ‘ Memorials 
of deceased Ministers.' He is there said to have 
been born in 1680, em. 1709, d. 16/10/1766 
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Francis Lloyd (B), 1 shoemaker, em c. 1686. George 
Painter, em. 1683. 

Leanddewi VeefrEy. Lewis David (B). Rees 
Hent, yeoman, em. 1688 ; returned to fetch his 
family, 1694. Alice Lewis (B), d. of James Lewis, 
em. 1710, m. Hugh Evans. John Lewis, yeoman, 
her brother, em. 1710. John Rice (given in Glenn’s 
list as from ‘ near Redstone ’), a minor, s. of David 
Rice ; em. 1696 ‘ with the consent of his parents.’ 

Narberth. John Scourfield. 

Redstone. Thomas Ellis (B), em. 1683 ; Francis 
Jones, em. 1711 ; Daniel Lewis, em 1701-2 ; Henry 
Lewis. 

Tenby. William Jenkins (B), * emasculator.’ 

Puncheston. David Lawrence (B), em. 1683 with 
Thomas Ellis, whose d. he m. 

CasteE Bythe. William Howel, em. c. 1683. 
Maurice Llewelyn (B), gentleman, b. 1645, em. 
1686. 

Leandissieio. Francis Howel, m. Margaret Morti¬ 
mer, em. 1684, d. 1696. 

Iemiston (PUzmaston). John Hayes, husbandman, 
s. of Richard Hayes, sen., em. 1687 ; Richard Hayes, 
sen. (B), yeoman, em. 1687, d. at an advanced age 
in 1697 ; Richard Hayes, his wife Issett, and his 
sons Richard and John. 

LitteE Newcastee. 2 Morgan David, yeoman, em. 
before 1694. 

Bayvie. James Rowland, gentleman, of Rhos y 
Bayvil, em. 1700 ; John Rowland, his brother, 
em. before 1715. 

The following are simply said to be of ' co. Pembroke ’ : 
Griffith John, a minister, b. 1683, em. 1709, d. 1778. 


1 (B) one of the sufferers mentioned by Besse. 

2 Glenn says * Lithrens Castle/ but I know of no place of that name 
in the county, and Little Newcastle is about as far west as Castle 
Bythe is east of the centre at Puncheston, and there is a Quaker burial 
ground near it. 
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John Eewis (B), yeoman, em. 1683, d. 1704. 
Thomas Owen, yeoman, em. before 1692 ; Philip 
Price (B), husbandman, em. before 1692 ; Owen 
Thomas came to Penn, on a visit, 1719, and is sup¬ 
posed to have stayed ; Simeon Thomas, husband¬ 
man, em. 1708. 

The following names mentioned by Browning are not 
in Glenn's list:— 

From Redstone. Henry, Samuel, and Elizabeth, 
children of Henry L,ewis. 

From Llangefn. Owen Thomas. 

Probably from Elanddewi. Henry, Nathan, and 
John David Thomas ; John Eewis, sen. and jun. 

Place unknown. David Hugh, Griffith Owen. 
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The Pembrokeshire Quakers’ 
Monthly Meeting. 

By DAVID SALMON. 


Fox’s followers in every district naturally united to 
form a congregation or (what they called) a meeting. 
As the meetings were wide apart and intercourse between 
them was difficult, each was likely to develop in a differ¬ 
ent way, so that there would gradually arise within what 
was nominally one sect a diversity of doctrines and 
practices. But Fox, though a mystic, was a statesman, 
and he devised a system of government which gave all 
the meetings ample room for energy and initiative, 
while combining them into a homogeneous whole. His 
plan met with some opposition at first (for those who 
dissent from any established order are prone to dissent 
from one another), but his tact and patience ultimately 
procured its general acceptance, and it proved so simple 
and effective in the working that it has needed no change. 

The unit of the system was the local meeting. A 
convenient number of local meetings joined in a Monthly 
Meeting ; a convenient number of Monthly Meetings 
sent members to a Quarterly Meeting; and all the 
meetings sent members to a Yearly Meeting, which 
received from them detailed reports of their doings, and 
transmitted to them epistles of exhortation and counsel. 

Ever since I learned that the minutes of the Pembroke¬ 
shire Monthly Meeting were preserved in the Friends’ 
Central Library, I have greatly desired to see them, but 
I despaired of being able to spend in London the weeks 
necessary for examining them. Having, however, had 
much experience of the kindness of the authorities, I 

A 
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ventured at length to make a request, which I knew 
would be inexorably refused by any other library—a 
request for permission to examine the books at home. 
It was readily granted, with the concurrence of the South 
Wales Monthly and Western Quarterly Meetings, to 
whom I owe profound gratitude. 

The minutes are contained in three leather-bound 
foolscap volumes—the third only half full. The record 
of the first meeting is headed 1 At a Men’s 1 Meeting held 
at Redstone the 16th i2mo, 2 1699/1700/ There is 
nothing in the proceedings to suggest that it was the 
first meeting, nor do I think it was. The fact that the 
first Yearly Meeting for Wales was held at Redstone 
in 1682 seems to prove the previous existence of a 
Monthly Meeting 3 in the county, as well as its im¬ 
portance compared with the other Welsh Monthly 
Meetings. The men present on 16 . 12 . 1699/1700 
were : 

Haverfordwest s Evan Bowen, John Perrott. 

Jamestown: James Skone, Thomas Marchant, And. Llewelin, 
David Hitchings. 

Redstone : Thomas Griffith, John Rice, Henry Sanders, John 
Poyer, David Rice, Antho. Townsen, James Lewis. 4 

From the number of men attending the Monthly 
Meeting it is impossible to estimate the number of 
Friends in the county, but from a permanent decline 
in the one we may safely argue a permanent decline 
in the other. During the early years of the eighteenth 

1 There was also a Women’s Monthly Meeting, but I know nothing 
of its minutes. 

2 Quakers always called the months by number, not by name. 
Till 1751, 1 st mo meant March; from 1752, January. All dates given 
in this article must be interpreted accordingly. The date of the first 
recorded meeting was February 16th, 1699, Old Style, or 1700, New 
Style. 

3 The members who left for Pennsylvania towards the end of the 
17th century may have taken the minutes with them, as we know that 
the emigrants from some other Meetings did. 

4 The minutes were written by many different * clerks,' who had 
many different modes of spelling—especially of spelling proper nouns. 
I have here followed the MS., but shall henceforth give what I take 
to be the normal forms of the names mentioned. 
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century the number of men attending ranged from a 
dozen to a score ; by 1715 there was an unmistakable 
diminution ; on 17 . 11 . 1717 there were only three 
present ; after that the attendance sometimes rose to 
eight or ten, but never reached its former high mark. 
For six successive months in 1735 and five successive 
months in 1738 the average was three, and for six 
successive months in 1764 it was 2.5. Between Sep¬ 
tember, 1791, and July, 1792, there was only one meet¬ 
ing (with two present), and it might have been the 
last but for an unforeseen event. 

In 1659, some Quaker families bought the island of 
Nantucket, off the coast of New England, where they 
multiplied and flourished till the breaking out of the 
War of Independence. Then they were between the 
devil and the deep sea. As they would not fight for 
the new England or the old, the coasters which brought 
them supplies, and the whalers which brought them 
prosperity, were seized by both. They, therefore, 
accepted an invitation from the government of Nova 
Scotia to settle near Halifax, but they were not so 
comfortable there as to make unwelcome an invitation 
from Sir William Hamilton to settle on the north shore 
of Milford Haven. There, where the land belonged to 
him, Sir William, inspired and aided by his nephew, 
Charles Francis Greville, wanted to establish a centre 
for the whale fishery. 

The minutes of a meeting held on 7 . 11 . 1792 
(present Griffith Watkin 1 and John Lewis) record that : 

A certificate of removal from Dartmouth in Nova Scotia in North 
America mentions the intention of removal of the following Friends 
and of their unity with them, and of their having their affairs to 
satisfaction : . . . . 

Samuel Starbuck and Abigail, his wife; 

Abial Folger, wife of Timothy Folger ; 

Judith Bunker, wife of Zacariah Bunker, their son Robert; 


1 In the Minutes his name has till now always been written 
' Watkin ; * henceforth it is always written ‘ Watkins.' 
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Daniel Starbuck and Alice, his wi£e, their children, Paul, Gayer, 
Alice, and Elizabeth ; with 

Samuel Starbuck, jun., his wife Lucretia, and children, Benjamin, 
George, and William ; and likewise 
Charles Gardner. 

Benjamin Rotch and liis family came later. The 
arrival of the Americans delayed, but it could not 
prevent the death of the Society. The second decline 
began to be manifest by 1816, when the Haverfordwest 
Meeting was reported to have eleven members, and the 
Milford meeting thirty. 

In 1700 there were meetings with houses and burial- 
grounds at Haverfordwest, Redstone, Jamestown, and 
Puncheston ; without either at St. Davids and New¬ 
port. A meeting must have been started in Milford 
immediately after the settlers arrived in 1794. It 
was probably held in the house of one of the members— 
perhaps at Robeston Hall, where the Starbucks and 
Folgers lived. On 4.8.1802 the burial was reported 
of Abigail, wife of Samuel Starbuck and aunt of Ben¬ 
jamin Rotch. Her body was laid in a plot ' at the back 
of Pritchard’s shop ’ in Charles Street. On 2 . 11 . 1803 
‘ Daniel Starbuck and Samuel Starbuck are requested 
to join Benjamin Rotch (he not being present), and to 
apply to Charles F. Greville, Esq., and to endeavour 
to get a lease of him for the burial-ground at Milford, 
conveying the same to Friends and in trust to them.’ 
Greville was sympathetic, the laud was formally con¬ 
veyed, and on it was erected a meeting house, opened 
3.3. 1811. 

It was customary to have two meetings for worship 
on First Days, and one on week days. The First Day 
afternoon meeting at Haverfordwest was discontinued 
in 1808, the week-day meeting in 1821, and the First 
Day morning meeting in 1824, when there were only 
two members living in the town. At Jamestown the 
week-day meeting was discontinued in 1777, and the 
First Day meeting in 1801. On 21 . 3 . 1703, ‘ it is 
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concluded that Friends of Newport, with as many 
Friends as have freedom besides, meet once a month 
at Puncheston, on every second First Day of the 
month/ There is no reference to the discontinuance of 
the St. Davids Meeting, but it could never have been 
strong, as only two of its members used to attend the 
Monthly Meeting. One of them, Marmaduke Pardo, 
obtained a certificate of transfer to Pennsylvania on 
17 . i . 1726, and the other, John Morgan, did not 
attend after 17 . 7 . 1731, There is no reference in 
the minutes to meetings for worship at Redstone. 

I do not know where the first meeting-house at 
Haverfordwest stood. Part of it was inhabited, 1 as 
may be gathered from a minute of 20 . 12 . 1729 : 

Whereas some friends have been uneasy that the Tennant now live- 
ing Under the Meeting house in this Town should continue because of 
the frequent Noise and disturbance they give us at the Time of as¬ 
sembling its therefore Agreed that Morgan Cornok give the s d Tennant 
notice to quit the House & y* w* h all convenient speed. 2 

The need of a new meeting-house was mentioned on 
17.2 . 1730, when Morgan Cornock, Evan Bowen, and 
Thomas Cornock, jun., and sen., were asked to enquire 
about a suitable site. Evidently nothing came of their 
enquiry, for the subject is not mentioned again till 
5.7. 1739, when Evan Bowen, Thomas Cornock, and 
Morgan Cornock were appointed ' to speak with Hugh 
Barlow, Esq., to know if he will let the land by the 
new key [quay] for ninety-nine years.' On 7.8. 1741, 
1 Morgan Cornock or some other Friend * is desired 3 
‘ to speak to Hugh Barlow about the ground for to 

1 Early Dissenters often made the meeting-house a dwelling-house 
also, because the one required to be licensed and the other did not. 

2 This is a sample of the work of one of the best educated 4 clerks. 4 
Here is a sample of another clerk's work : * This meeting being in 
form of severel misdemenered Cummited by Waltar Hegcoke [Heth- 
cott], have though it well to a poynt to frinds James Lewis Evan Bowen 
for to go up and to make in quiri in to his life and conversation and to give 
thair ansar at y® next meeting/ (19 . 10.1707.) As I do not think 
that the general reader would wish to have the peculiarities of even 
the better sample reproduced, the spelling of all subsequent quotations 
will be modernized. 

8 The word commonly used in this connection. 
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build the meeting-house, and, if he is now free as for¬ 
merly, then to hasten the agreement and writings/ 
Friends hastened slowly. It was not till 6.4.1744 
that Richard Summers, Morgan Cornock, and John 
Lewis were desired ' to proceed on with the new 
meeting-house/ They must have hastened quickly this 
time because on 4.7. 1745 Morgan and Thomas 
Cornock were desired ' to make sale of our old meeting¬ 
house upon the best terms they can/ On 2 . 8 . 1745, 
Morgan Cornock and John Lewis were desired ‘ to 
remove the seats or any other materials from the old 
meeting-house as may be serviceable to the new one, 
before it be delivered to the purchaser/ 

The first mention of Redstone Meeting-house (ex¬ 
cept at the head of minutes) is on 15 . 11 . 1702, when 
Isaac Philpin was reported to be unwilling to let 
Friends have the use of his stables/ and it was decided 
to have stables of their own. The upkeep of the 
buildings comes under notice now and then down to 
4.2. 1795, when Griffith Watkins and Samuel Star- 
buck were instructed r to sell the trees falling and 
fallen/ and to spend the money on ' such repairs . . . 
as they may think proper 1 at Haverfordwest. Repairs 
and tenants at Puncheston, too, come under notice 
now and then, but there is no mention of the house at 
Jamestown till after the arrival of the Americans. 

They, applying business methods to the affairs of 
the society in which they had become predominant 
partners, appointed a committee * to inspect the state 
of the records and title deeds belonging to * the meet¬ 
ing. The committee reported on 13 . 8 . 1798 what 
they had learned from such documents as * after 
much search/ they had been able to find (' the late 
Richard Summers was the last surviving trustee '). 
They described ' the premises belonging to this Meet¬ 
ing * as : 

1 Riding was for most people the only way of travelling then. The 
nearest meetings in the county were ten and the remotest twenty-six 
miles apart. The zeal which induced men to ride those weary distances 
merely to discuss the affairs of their little society is amazing. 
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Redstone meeting-house, the ground and stable thereunto belonging, 
in the parish of Narberth ; 

The meeting-house, situated in High Street, 1 Haverfordwest, in the 
parish of St.* Mary's; the burial-ground called the Mount, in the 
parish of Lambston ; 

And a burial-ground [Trewem], situated in the parish of Llanddewi 
Velfrey; . . . . 

A meeting-house, called Garth Shorts, in Pen-y-Craig, in the parish 
of Puncheston, and a burial-ground, called New Gardens, near Rhyd 
Van in the same parish ;. 

A meeting-house and burial-ground in Jamestown, in the parish of 
Manorbier. 

Nearly twenty years later another committee was 
appointed to report on the * state of the meeting-houses 
and burial-grounds in this count} 7 " not used by Friends 
now/ On 18.4.1819 the committee reported : 

Redstone. The meeting-house and stable are in a state of general 
decay, the roof being partly uncovered, and the walls unsound. . . . 
The meeting-house is untenanted ; one end of the stable affords shelter 
to the old woman who quitted the meeting-house when the roof fell 
in. 

Puncheston. The meeting-house appeared to be in pretty good 
repair. It has been in the possession of a tenant for about five years, 
at the yearly rent of 10s. 6d., which has not been received in con¬ 
sideration of his continuing to keep it up. . . . The wall of the burial- 
ground, which is a short distance from the meeting-house, is nearly 
demolished. . . . 

Jamestown. Meeting-house and stable ; only the out walls remain¬ 
ing, and the wall of stable much down ; burial-ground and stable yard 

attached to it tolerably well kept up. The remains at Jamestown 

are held by Thomas Stephens (who was born in membership)* under 
the promise of a lease from the Half Year's Meeting for the yearly rent 
of is. He has paid his rent to the 25th of 3rd mo., 1819. 

On 7.2. 1822 Paul Starbuck reported that he had 
sold Redstone to Evan Protheroe for £45, and Puncheston 
to Moses Price for £20. These ridiculous sums were 
accepted because loss of the trust deeds made impossible 
the granting of an unassailable title. On 7 .9.1744 : 

1 It stood in the angle formed by High Street and Quay Street. 

2 Here, and in a few other places, the clerk departs from the Quaker 
custom of omitting the title 1 Saint.' 

3 He was disowned on 7.3. 1804 for the double offence of con¬ 
tinued absence from meetings for worship and joining the yeomanry. 
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Morgan Cornock and John Lewis are desired to grant a lease for 
twenty and one years on the old meeting-house at Hasket 1 (John Lewis 
being the heir to the last surviving feoffee), to David Mens and son, 
and that care be taken in the lease that a good house in a limited time 
be built. 

The Monthly Meetings were held at Haverfordwest and 
Redstone alternately from 1700 to 1723, at Haverford¬ 
west from 1723 to 1794, at Haverfordwest and Milford 
alternately from 1794 to 1816, and at Milford from 1816 
to 1829. At first Haverfordwest, Redstone, and James¬ 
town were represented in all the meetings ; after 1728 
the presence of a member from Jamestown, and after 
*734 th 0 presence of a member from Redstone, was rare. 
Members from Puncheston and Newport attended about 
half-a-dozen times between 1708 and 1731. The decline 
at Milford probably followed the death or removal of a 
number of the early settlers. For some years the meeting 
was little more than a family affair of the Starbucks, 
and towards the end only two or three of them attended. 
In 1828 the Half Yearly Meeting for Wales recommended 
that the counties of Pembroke, Carmarthen, and Glam¬ 
organ should form one Monthly Meeting ; the recom¬ 
mendation was accepted, and the last Pembrokeshire 
meeting was held on 28.5.1829. 

After that the Milford men and women came together 
occasionally as a ' Preparative Meeting,' to appoint a 
representative to the new Monthly Meeting, and to con¬ 
sider the business of it. The attendance was necessarily 
very small. The minutes record that no meeting was 


1 I cannot find Hasket on the map, and think that Hasguard must 
be the place meant, because : 

(1) Half a dozen old inhabitants of the county, of whom I enquired 
separately whether they knew where Hasket was, all answered, ‘ Yes,’ 
and, being asked where it was, all described the situation of Hasguard. 

(2) Besse (Sufferings, I., 757) records that in 1677-8 the goods of 
John Harris were seized for tithes in the parish of Hasket. This, 
almost certainly, was the John Harryes mentioned in the list of Pem¬ 
brokeshire hearths for 1670 as living in the adjoining parish of Robeston 
West. (For other examples of men living in one parish and having 
goods seized in another, see under ‘ Sufferings ’ in the Appendix.) 


The Quakers of Pembrokeshire. 9 

held in 71110., 1838, 1 owing to the absence of the only 
man Friend/ Paul Starbuck. The only woman who 
attended regularly was Frances Owen ; Elizabeth Star- 
buck attended sometimes. The last meeting was held on 
25.9.1842. 

The Monthly Meeting was open to all the members of 
the constituent local meetings who chose to attend. 
Among its manifold duties were watching the life and 
conversation of the community ; composing differences 
between them ; relieving its poor [Quakers never went 
on the rates] ; sanctioning and supervising marriages ; 
keeping a register of them as well as of births and burials ; 
granting certificates of removal; electing representatives 
to the superior meetings, and answering queries from the 
Yearly Meeting—in short, it looked after all the temporal 
affairs of the Society and all the spiritual affairs of its 
members. No general statement, only concrete examples, 
can give an adequate idea of its many activities. I 
therefore quote some illustrative resolutions. 

It is the advice of this meeting that Thomas Marchant, Andrew 
Llewellin, P. Musgrave, Pierce Morse, James Lewis, and John Poyer 
do take care that if [there be] any difference in their respective meetings 
that they put a speedy stop to it, and if it happen that they can not 
do it they to acquaint the next Monthly Meeting of the said difference. 
(16 . 12 . 1699/1700). 

Whereas it have been observed that some Friends have made and 
provided at burials wine and cake, which other good Friends have been 
burdened with, it's the advice of this meeting that Friends should 
forbear the use of wine and cake and any other unnecessary things at 
burials ; and it's the advice of this meeting that all Friends take the 
like care in marriages and women’s lying-in in child-beds, that there 
be no feasting or unnecessary things, especially in meats and drinks 
then made and provided. (19.2 . 1700.) 

Anthony Townsend is desired to take notice of those belonging to 
their meeting that are slack in coming to meeting and advise them as 
there is need. (19 . 7 . 1701.) 

It’s the unanimous consent and advice of this meeting that if any 
Friend or Friends be dissatisfied in their minds touching each other, 
that he or they speak to the parties offending, before it be spoken to 
any other domestic or foreign Friend, that so all differences may be 
quashed presently ; but if the offender will not hear, then let the 
grieved proceed in gospel order. (19 . 12 . 1702/3.) 
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This meeting desires there be farther care taken in settling those 
that may be concerned for sending [Pembrokeshire dialect for accom¬ 
panying part of the way] public [travelling] Friends. (17.2. 1702). 

John Poyer is desired to discourse An. Townsend whether he will 
provide hay and oats for travelling Friends' horses that may desire it. 
(19.4 . 1702.) 

After several enquiries made into the life and conversation of Walter 
Hethcott, and finding him in several respects to be spotted and blam- 
able ; and, in as much as we understand that he do continue in appear¬ 
ing in public, it is the sense 1 of this meeting that it is not his place to 
appear as a preacher in meetings until Friends are better satisfied 
with him. (21 , 3 . 1708.) 

Whereas we are informed that Friends at St. [sic] Davids are dis¬ 
turbed in their meeting by Evan Morgan bringing people in, and at 
the time of their meeting in the same room to busy himself with selling 
tobacco, which makes some Friends uneasy, it is desired that Evan 
Bowen, jun. and P, Musgrave speak with John Morgan, and endeavour 
to get the matter mended. (21 . 1 . 1711/2.) 

Thomas Comock having laid before this meeting that Jonah Cator 
have gone from his family, and that he [apparently Cornock] wants 
relief for his wife and children, we, apprehending that they belong to 
Ross Monthly Meeting, we desire Richard Summers and John Lewis 
to write to Friends at Ross of their necessities. (1.2. 1747.) 

The minute of 1717 respecting tombstones, also in compliance with 
the advice of our Yearly Meeting for Wales for our conformity there¬ 
with, having been laid before this meeting. Friends are desired to 
consider the same, and come to some conclusion on that head at our 
next Monthly Meeting. (16.2 . 1768.) 

It is ordered that all tomb- and grave-stones be removed, and in the 
future that none be erected in our burial-grounds. (1.3. 1768.) 

Quakers never asked Cain’s question. Everyone felt 
that he was his brother’s keeper, and the desire to main¬ 
tain his own integrity was hardly greater than the desire to 
maintain the high reputation of the Society. If the c life 
and conversation ’ of a member were inconsistent with his 
profession, argument and persuasion were first tried ; 
when these failed he was firmly disowned, and the re¬ 
jection was made public, so that his conduct should not 
bring disgrace on the whole body. 

Quakers were not exempt from the failings of frail 
humanity, and it must needs be that offences came even 

1 Friends did not pass resolutions : the clerk * took the sense * of 
the meeting. 
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with them. But they did not come very often. In the 
course of 130 years there were less than fifty cases of 
discipline, and in quite half of these the offence was one 
which * the world ' would readily excuse or even applaud 
—such as careless talk, absence from meetings for wor¬ 
ship, * disorderly ’ (which sometimes seems to have 
meant little more than un-Quaker-like) behaviour, and 
going to church to be married. The first and most 
troublesome arose out of a dispute about forty shillings. 

Its hero, Edward Lord, must have been an old man in 
1700, when it began, because, as far back as 1666, he 
had been imprisoned ‘ for a testimony against swearing. 1 
In 1675 4 Edward Lord, of Haverfordwest, for refusing to 
take the oath of bailiff, was fined £5, and had taken 
from him a silver tankard, cloth, and other things worth 
about £11.' l Again in 1684 and 1687-90, * Edward Lord, 
of Rudbaxton/ had his goods seized for tithes. If we 
knew nothing more we should conclude him to be deter¬ 
mined and persistent. But we do know T a great deal more. 

The minutes first mention him on 19.2 . 1700, when 
the meeting had ' had several debates with David Hitch- 
ings and Edward Lord respecting differences between 
them ’ and 4 it was the judgement of the meeting that 
Edward Lord should pay David Hitchings forty shillings, 
and that David Hitchings should give him up his bill and 
a formal discharge.’ The next reference to him is on 
20.4.1701 : 

There being several testimonies given in this meeting by several 
Friends, to the satisfaction of the meeting, that it was their judgement 
that Edward Lord was not fit to be concerned in the affairs of truth, 
and is judged by this meeting to be such, and is advised to absent 
from these meetings until he give Friends farther satisfaction. 

That this, though not in form, was in fact a disowning 
is proved by the next minute (15.3 . 1702) : 

It is thought needful that our denial and disunion with Edward Lord 
be made more public, in as much as he appears to be often concerned 


1 Besse’s Sufferings, I., 751, 756, 762. 
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in law, and lest he should claim the benefit of the indulgence granted 1 
to Friends by the government in the case of oaths, and thereby bring 
a farther reproach upon truth. 

Lord, still reckoning himself a Quaker, appealed to 
the Quarterly Meeting at Swansea. Thence Silvanus 
Bevan wrote to Peregrine Musgrave for details. They 
were given on 18.7.1702, in a long letter, of which this 
is the most material part: 

To mention his particular miscarriages for several years past would 
be tedious, especially since his wife died ; viz., his frequent wrangling 
with Friends and neighbours ; his often sotting and drinking to excess ; 
his tyrannical behaviour in his family, especially to his children; his 
offering and making his applications on account of marriage to women 
that were not Friends; his exposing and railing against Friends to 
strangers and the world, and justifying himself in all his ungodly ac¬ 
tions. We must confess our long forbearance with him hath not had 
the good effect we desired. He is grown a obstinate wilful rebel, a 
common disturber of our meetings, and a great enemy to truth. 

Swansea Friends were amply satisfied, and wrote to 
tell Lord so, but even now he would not recognize his 
expulsion, and tried to force his way into meetings. 
Members were appointed on 16.2 . 1703, 19.9.1703, 
and 17.9.1704 to keep him out. On 17 . 7.1708, the 
meeting considered 4 the proceedings of E. L- last Great 
Sessions against Friends with the grand jury of the town 
and county.’ On 19.9.1708, six members were ap¬ 
pointed ' to draw a paper to satisfy the magistrates of 
our disowning of E. Lord/ The 4 drawing of a paper ’ 
to satisfy the world is mentioned on 17.4.1709, after 
which we hear no more of him. 

Joseph Hendy’s was the only other case of discipline 
not settled promptly. It, too, began in a dispute about 
money. It was first mentioned on 17.11 . 1700/1, when 
three members were asked to 4 use their endeavours to 
put an end to it.’ On 19.7.1701 the meeting resolved 
that 4 there being a dispute betwixt Joseph Hendy and 
others about the personal estate of Joan Llewellin, 

8 The ‘ indulgence granted ' was the Act of 1696, which allowed 
Friends to affirm instead of swearing. 
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deceased, and that the said difference was referred by 
the joint consent of all parties,’ James Skone is to enquire 
whether all the disputants ' do abide by the award .... 
of the arbitrators.’ On 21.9.1701, the meeting, being 
informed that Hendy (who was present) had not ' stood 
by the award,’ he and the rest were advised to ‘ seal 
releases one to the other.’ If they refused they were 
* to be proceeded with according to truth.’ The advice 
was not followed, so on 19.10.1701, the meeting 
resolved that if ‘ Joseph Hendy and the rest concerned 
in the old dispute ’ did not ' put an end to it by the next 
meeting .... he or they [who] will refuse be dolen [dealt] 
with according to their deserts.’ The rest seemed to be 
willing to make peace, but Joseph was not, so ‘ the next 
meeting ’ (held on 16.11 . 1701/2) decided that : 

Whereas all the labour and endeavours of Friends have been in vain 
with Joseph Hendy, and that he do still persist in his obstinate will, 
and will not be ruled, nor stand to the award made betwixt him and 
others in difference, notwithstanding he have obliged himself under 
his hand to stand to the same, which is short of morality and contrary 
to our communion : therefore can not own the said J. H. to be one 
of our communion, and we do hereby disown him, and E. B,, R. S., 
Jas. L., A. T., to draw up a paper that our disowning of him may be 
made public, as there is occasion for the clearing of truth. 

According to a minute of 19 . 4 . 1702, this resolution 
was r the same evening reported amongst the world's 
people at Landshipping/ Hendy adding that * one of his 
judges (as he called them) was drunk before he went home 
that night/ Thomas Marchant was desired ' to enquire 
of Jo. Hendy what ground he had for the said report/ 
The result of the enquiry 7 does not transpire. 

Some cases of immorality were dealt with. The most 
glaring is described in a minute of 17 . 10.1703 : 

In as much as Friends of Haverfordwest are grieved with John 
Howell because of his disorderly conversation, tending much to the 
defamation and dishonour of truth, and in particular in keeping a 
strumpet in his house, and giving out that he intends to marry with 
her ; several Friends have visited him and dolen with him, and advised 
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him to turn the whore out of his house, and clear hands of her ; other¬ 
wise told him that Friends must proceed to clear truth of him and his 
ungodly actions • and it is the order of this meeting that Evan Bowen, 
Richard Summers, and P. Musgrave speak with him, and advise hirp 
from this meeting to leave his ill courses and clear truth ; and if he 
refuses it’s desired that the Friends above draw a paper against him 
in the name of this meeting for the disowning of him and clearing of 
truth. 

Howell evidently did refuse for at the next meeting 
(21 . ii . 1703/4) the paper was read, and entered on the 
minutes ‘ that it remain upon record as a testimony 
against all disorderly professors of truth in general, and 
in particular against Ed. Lord, G. Fortune , 1 2 and John 
Howell. 

The high standard of honour which was one of the 
causes of the prosperity of Quakers in trade and com¬ 
merce is illustrated by three cases. The first was that of 
Susanna Owen, who had ' given her effects out of her 
power so that her creditors are liable to be defrauded.’ 
The second was that of Pascal and Sarah Webb, whose 
dishonesty had become ' notorious.’ They could not be 
disowned because, though they had ' for a number of 
years frequented our religious meetings,’ they had 
‘ never been admitted into community with us.’ All 
that could be done, therefore, was ‘ to testify to the 
world that we do not look upon them nor esteem them 
as members of our Society ’ (6.10 , 1762). 

The third was the case of Abraham Clibborn,* who had 
already committed the most unexpected offence of being 
' concerned in privateering and letters of marque.’ This 


1 For a statement of the offences of George Fortune see West Wales 
Hist. Records , Vol. IX., p. 29, note 1. 

2 About 1660 Col. John Clibborn left home with the intention of 
burning the Quakers' meeting-house at Moate, West Meath. When he 
arrived he paused outside to listen. The words of the speaker (Thomas 
Loe, the man who converted William Penn) so impressed him that he 
attended on the next First Day as a humble hearer, and for fifty years 
he was the most prominent Friend in the west of Ireland. Abraham 
Clibborn was probably a member of his family, who had settled at 
Haverfordwest. His goods were seized for church dues, in the parish 
of St. Thomas, from 1759 to 1780. He died in 1802. 
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was a very risky speculation. If the licensed vessel 
captured others the gain might be immense ; if she were 
herself captured the loss was complete. Only gamblers 
would venture, but there were some gamblers even among 
Friends. Abraham could not have been easy in his 
conscience because, as soon as the local Friends expressed 
their disapproval, he sent the meeting (7.2. 1781) a 
letter, declaring his regret for conduct into which he had 
been ‘ inconsiderately drawn.’ ‘ In order, therefore, to 
satisfy my Friends, and to clear that Society (of which 
I hope to continue a member) from the imputation of 
countenancing such inconsistent practices, that I will, 
with all expedition, drop all connection with privateering 
and, as soon as I can, all engagement of letter of marque 
and armed vessels.’ 

La farina del diavolo va in crusca —the devil’s flour 
turns to bran. It would have been better for Clibborn 
if he had grown rich like a good Quaker. On 5.2 . 1783, 
the meeting ‘ heard with much concern’ that ‘ having 
embarrassed himself by his extensive dealings ’ he could 
not ‘ comply with the just demands of his creditors.’ 
Next month he was disowned. 

Privateering was not the only combatant activity into 
which members were tempted. Thomas Stephens was 
disowned for joining the yeomanry cavalry, and Griffith 
Watkin was nearly disowned for finding a substitute 
when drawn for the militia. He amply atoned for his 
lapse ; throughout the next forty years he was one of 
the most regular attendants at the Monthly Meetings, and 
after the coming of the Americans he was often the only 
old Pembrokeshire Friend present. 

Matrimony occupied much of the attention of the 
Monthly Meeting, because without its consent there 
could be no union within the rules of the Society. Early 
in the history of that Society Fox had to solve a difficult 
problem. The only form of marriage provided by law 
was a ceremony performed by a clergyman in a church. 
Quakers would never enter a ‘ steeple-house ' (except 
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now and then to ‘testify’), and they would not ack¬ 
nowledge the authority of a ‘ priest.’ Fox, therefore, had 
to devise for his followers a method of marrying in¬ 
dependent of both. 1 That method, as shown in the 
minutes, was ; 

(1) The couple appeared before the Monthly Meeting (or someone 
appeared for them) and declared their f intention of marriage.* Certain 
members were appointed to ascertain that they were * clear of all 
others* and had their parents’ consent. If either of the parties lived 
out of the county a certificate of character had to be obtained from 
the Meeting to which he (or she) belonged. The intention was also 
published ' at the conclusion of a morning meeting on First Day.* 

(2) If the enquiries proved satisfactory, permission was given for 
the ceremony to be performed at a given meeting-house, and a member 
was directed * to see that good order be preserved.’ 

(3) At the time and place prescribed, the couple, ‘ before several 
witnesses, in a solemn manner took each other as man and wife, prom¬ 
ising, in the fear of God, to be fathful each to the other as husband 
and wife until death.* 

(4) At the next Monthly Meeting the supervising member reported 
that ‘ the marriage was solemnized in a decent and becoming manner, 
and that the certificate had been recorded.’ 

During the hundred and thirty years there was one 
case in which a father refused permission. On 19.7 . 
1707, the meeting resolved that as Friends had * often 
attended him in the behalf of his daughter,’ and he had 
not ‘ gave his consent nor give any reason ’ for with¬ 
holding it, he was to be informed that the meeting 
intended to allow the marriage to proceed. 

In another case (21 . n . 1708/9) 9 clearness from all 
others ’ seemed lacking, the man who wanted to marry 
a Pembrokeshire girl being thought to have had ' some 
engagements formerly ’ with ‘ a young woman in Ireland.’ 
Peregrine Musgrave was desired to ‘ write to the Monthly 
Meeting the young woman’s father belongs to, to be 
satisfied whether she do clear him.’ In due course it was 


1 In 1661 an unscrupulous man claimed an orphan’s estate on the 
ground that he was next of kin to the deceased father, because the 
parents, having been married in the Quaker way, the child was il¬ 
legitimate, but Judge Archer decided against him. 
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reported that * the young woman in Ireland J had been 
disowned, and would not answer letters, so the proposed 
marriage was sanctioned. 

There was one case of distinct breach of promise. On 
2.8.1774, David Williams applied for permission to 
wed Mary Anne Reynolds of Farringdon, Berks. As he 
did not appear in due course to know the result of his 
application, he was ordered to explain the cause of the 
delay. On 15 . n . 1774, he stated that ' some inter¬ 
ruption had taken place, * but * now matters are in a fair 
way of ending to their mutual desire/ Neverthless, they 
craved grace ‘ for a few months on account of the in¬ 
disposition ’ of the young woman’s brother. The few 
months became over two years. On 5.2 . 1777, * John 
Lewis, at the request of the relations of Mary Anne 
Reynolds/ laid before the meeting * a complaint against 
David Williams .... for a breach of a marriage agreement 
between them.’ As David Williams confessed his fault, 
and was willing to refer the affair under consideration 
to be adjusted by Friends mutually chosen/ a decision 
was postponed. The * affair ’ dragged on till 3.3. 1779, 
when the Meeting was informed that the parties had 
‘ mutually cleared each other from all engagements of 
marriage/ 

A marriage, proposed between Arthur Summers and 
Hannah Marchant was broken off on 18.11 . 1711, 
because the parents could not agree about ‘ outward 
settlements/ 1 Any fracture there may have been in 
Hannah’s heart was soon mended ; on 15.6.1712 the 
meeting consented to her marrying Thomas Cadwaladr. 

Sixteen cases of discipline are recorded in which the 
offence is variously described as ' marrying one of the 
world/ ' marrying from among Friends/ 1 marrying one 
not professing truth with us/ ' being married by the 
priest/ and * being married by the priest to one not 
professing truth/ I leave others to explain why eleven 


1 A Quaker diary of 1694 describes some merchants in a large way 
of business as * considerable dealers in outward affairs.’ 

B 
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of the offenders were women. Thirteen are expressly 
stated to have been disowned ; so, doubtless, were the 
other three, though the minutes do not say so. One 
woman told the Friend sent to ‘ take an opportunity ' 
with her that she ' declared oil all connection with ’ 
them ‘ in a religious capacity, choosing to join herself 
to the national form of religion ’—‘ as such we have 
nothing further to observe on that head. Three men and 
two women were re-admitted after periods of exclusion, 
varying from two to fifteen years. One of the men, being 
left a widower, offended again. 

For about forty years Friends suffered severely 1 in 
person and in purse, but they had had full liberty of 
worship since 1689, and permission to affirm instead of 
taking an oath since 1696. Parliament could not relieve 
them from the liability of paying tithes and church rates, 
but it provided means for reducing the cost of recovering 
and for preventing excessive distraint. Hence, though 
the ‘ sufferings ’ continued, they consisted only of an 
annual visit from the tithe-owner’s bailiff. As zeal grew 
cool some Friends submitted reluctantly to this ; one 
decided that submission was unnecessary. This was 
Benjamin Rotch, who, on June [sic] 1st, 1813, wrote 
from Castle Hill, Milford : 

Having for many years differed in opinion from the respectable 
Society of Friends on the subject of tithes, my refusal to pay them 
has been in mere conformity to its rules, but from no conviction of 
any religious obligation ; and after mature deUberation, my mind 
being fully convinced that with-holding tithes from those who have a 
legal claim to them is more criminal than paying them, I have decided 
to comply in future with all such demands; but. unwilling (as a 
member) to deviate from the rules of a Society which I not only 
respect and esteem but the fundamental principles of which I generally 
revere, I hereby resign my membership in that Society. 

Though Rotch was the wealthiest Friend in the county, 
no attempt was made to turn him from his purpose. 

The first minute in the first volume desires members 

1 For examples of the sufferings of Pembrokeshire Quakers see West 
Wales Hist. Records , Vol. IX., p. 16. 
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to be * especially careful to bring their sufferings for 
tithes or otherwise by the next general meeting/ and 
there are few subsequent years without a similar re¬ 
minder. The particulars were wanted because they had 
to be sent to the Yearly Meeting. From 1737 the lists 
are copied into the minute-book, and they are interesting 
because they give the names and parishes of heads of 
families, and, in the list of goods seized, some indication 
of their standing. 


APPENDIX. 


Members attending tbe e^ontblp Meetings 

with the date of the first recorded attendance, and (in 
brackets) the meetings to which they belonged. 

Bowen, Evan, 16.12 . 1699/1700 (H.). 

Bowen, Evan, jun., 20.7 . 1700 (H.). 

Bowen, Francis, 15.5 . 1709 (H.). 

Bowes, Arthur, 15 . 1 . 1699/1700 (H.). 

Braddock, Middleton, 4.7.1751 (H.). 

Bunker, Robert, 3.1. 1798 (M.). 

Butler, David, 15 . 1 . 1699/1700 (J.). 

Clibbom, Abraham, 20.2 . 1776 (H.). 

Comock, Daniel, 9.8. 1734 (H.). 

Cornock, John, 20.7.1700 (H.). 

Comock, Morgan, 19.2 . 1728 (H.). 

Comock, Robert, 17.5. 1702 (H.). 

Comock, Thomas, 20.7 . 1706 (H.). 

Cornock, Thomas, jun., 20.7 . 1706 (H.). 

David, Henry, 19.9.1708 (D.). 

Davies, Thomas, 19.7 . 1712 (H.). 

Day, John, 20.10 . 1700 (R.). 

Ennis, Henry, 19.9 . 1708 (H.). 

Fortune, Daniel, 1 . 10 . 1742 (H.). 

Fortune, George, 19.2 . 1700 (H.). 

Fowler, Benjamin S., 7.4 . 1816 (M.). 

Garrett, William, 17.3 . 1700 (H.). 

Goodman, Richard, 9.8. 1734 (H.). 

Gribble, John, 19.7 . 1712 (H.). 

Griffith, Thomas, 16 . 12 . 1699/1700 (R.), 
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Hendy, Joseph, 19.2 . 1700 (J.). 

Henton, Thomas, 16 . 1 . 1710/11 (N.). 

Hillen, Henry, 19.9 • 1708 (R.). 

Hillen, John, 20.10 . 1700 (R.). 

Hitchings, David, 16 . 12 . 1699/1700 (J.). 

Howell, John, 19.2 . 1700 (H.). 

James, Edward, 18.4 . 1819 (?.). 

John, Evan, 19.10.29 (R.). 

Jones, John, 15 . 1 . 1699/1700 (J.). 

Jones, Samuel, 19.9.1708 (J.). 

Lewis, James, 16 . 12 . 1699/1700 (R.). 

Lewis, James, jun., 21 . 1 . 1717/8 (R.). 

Lewis, John, 1.2. 1747 (H.). 

Lewis, John, jun., 21 . 11 . 1769 (H.). 

Lewis, Owen, 2 . 11 . 1803 (?.). 

Llewellin, Andrew, 16 . 12 . 1699/1700 (J.). 

Marchant, Thomas, 16.12 . 1699/1700 (J.). 

Maurice, David, 20.7 . 1700 (P.). 19.7 . 1701 (N.). 

Maurice, Thomas, 16.9 . 1706 (N.). 

Morgan, David, 16.5 . 1708 (D.). 

Morgan, Griffith, 19.2 . 1700 (R.). 

Morgan, John, 21 . 3 . 1708 (D.). 

Morse, Pierce, 15 . 1 . 1699/1700 (H.). 

Musgrave, Lewis, 21 . 1 . 1700/1 (H.). 

Musgrave, Peregrine, 15 . 1 . 1699/1700 (H.). 

Owen, Evan, 19.4 . 1702 (P.). 

Pardo, Marmaduke, 21 . 3 . 1708 (D.). 

Perrott, John, 16 . 12 . 1699/1700 (H.). 

Poyer, John, 16.12 . 1699/1700 (R.). 

Price, Rice, 17.3. 1700 (H.). 

Pritchett, John, 1.2. 1804 (?.). 

Rice, David, 16 . 12 . 1699/1700 (R.). 

Rice, John, 16.12 . 1699/1700 (R.). 

Rotch, Benjamin, 3.1. 1798 (M.). 

Rotch, Francis, 1 . 1 . 1806 (M.). 

Sanders, Henry, 16 . 12 . 1699/1700 (R.). 

Simons, Francis, 16.3 . 1712 (P.). 

Skone, Benjamin, 17 . 11 . 1728 (J.). 

Skone, James, 16 . 12 . 1699/1700 (J.). 

Skone, John, 21 . 4 . 1700 (J.). 

Smith, Henry, 15 . 1 . 1699/1700 (H.). 

Starbuck, Alfred B., 1.6.1826 (M.). 

Starbuck, Benjamin, 7.4 . 1816 (M.). 

Starbuck, Charles F., 15 . 8 . 1819 (M.). 

Starbuck, Daniel, 5 . 11 . 1794 (M.). 

Starbuck, Edward J., 15.8 . 1819 (M.). 
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Starbuck, Gayer, 3.1. 1798 (M.). 

Starbuck, George, 7.4 . 1816 (M.). 

Starbuck, Paul, 3.1. 1798 (M.). 

Starbuck, Samuel, 5 . 11 . 1794 (M.). 

Starbuck, Samuel, jun., 5 . 11 . 1794 (M.). 

Starbuck, Willum, 18.4 . 1819 (M.). 

Stephens, David, 1 . 10 . 1794 (J.). 

Stephens, Thomas, 1 . 10.1794 (J.). 

Stokes, Thomas, 1 2.12. 1742 (H.). 

Strikland, Thomas, 16.3 . 1701 (H.). 

Summers, Richard, 19.2 . 1700 (H.). 

Summers, Richard, jun., 21 . 3 . 1708 (H.). 

Tankett, George, 20.7 . 1706 (J.). 

Thomas, John, 20.7 . 1700 (J.). 

Thomas, Owen, 15.3 . 1702 (P.). 

Thomas, Simon, 19.2 . 1700 (R.). 

Townsend, Anthony, 16.12 . 1699/1700 (R.). 

Watkins, Griffith, 7.2. 1781 (H.). 

Weston, Bethell, 21 . 9 . 1707 (H.). 

Williams, David, 12.4.1774 (J.). 

Williams, Edward, 19.4 . 1702 (R.). 

Williams, Thomas, 17 . 11 . 1700/1701 (H.). 

3IntenDcD e@artiages 2 

With the date when the ‘ intention of marriage ’ was 
announced. 

1700 . 

Feb. 16. James Plumey of Somerset and Elizabeth Davies. 

Aug. 17. John Thomas and Jane Rignald. 

1702 . 

Jan. 16. Symon Thomas and Joan Jones. 

1703 . 

Aug. 20. Lewis Musgrave and Margaret Bowen. 

Nov. 19. Evan Bowen and Susanna Musgrave. 

1704 . 

Mar. 17. James Scone and Margaret Llewelhn. 

Jul. 21. Morgan Comock and Elizabeth Atkins of Bristol. 

Aug. 18. Abraham Summers and Ann Bowen. 

1 There was a Thomas Stokes attending meetings till 1804 or later, 
but there is not enough to show when Amurath an Amurath succeeded. 

2 The New Style of the year has been adopted in this list so as to be 
uniform with similar lists in West Wales Hist. Records. 
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Sep. 20. 

Mar. 21. 
Mar. 21. 

Oct. 15. 
Nov. 19. 

Oct. 20. 

Mar. 16. 

Jul. 18. 

May. 8. 

Jan. 16. 
Nov. 20. 
Nov. 20. 
Mar. 29. 

Jan. 19. 

Dec. 26. 

Jan. 17. 
May 15 

Aug. 21. 

May 2. 
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1706 . 

George Tankett and Jane Watkins. 

1707 . 

William Bartlett and Elizabeth Roules. 

John Smith and Ruth Parrott. 

1708 . 

Anthony Townsend and Lettice Pardo. 
Henry Ennis and Susanna Parrott. 

1710 . 

Samuel Jones and Hannah Lloyd. 

1711 . 

Thomas Maurice and Mary Thomas. 

1712 . 

Thomas Cadwaladr and Hannah Marchant. 


1713 . 

Thomas Cornock, jun., and Sarah Morgan of Pontymoyle, 
Mon. 


1719 . 


Mordecai Lloyd and Joan Hillin. 


1719 . 

Edward Jones of Radnorshire and Mary Lewis. 

1720 . 

James Perrott and Mary Stafford. 

1721 . 

Richard Goodman and Mary Llewellin. 

Evan John and Sage Hillin. 1 

1722 . 

Joseph Bush of Bristol and Sarah Weston. 

1728 . 

Jonah Cator of Ross and Martha Lewis. 

1729 . 

Thomas Cornock, jun., and Ann Boodley of Pontypool. 
Thomas Marchant and Alice Skone. 

1730 . 

Owen Thomas and Deborah Weston. 

1733 . 

George Clibborn of Dublin and Sarah Summers. 


1 Consent to this marriage was given on 18 . 7 . 1721. It must 
have been asked for at the preceding meeting, the minutes of which 
are missing. The space in which they should have been entered is 
blank. 
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Sep. 4. 
Oct. 9. 

Feb. 1. 

Apr. 4. 

Aug. 3. 

Apr. 2. 
Apr. 4. 
Sep. 4. 
Jan. 1. 

May 5. 
Jul. 19. 

Nov. 21. 

Apr. 9. 
Jun. 4. 

Feb. 20. 

Feb. 2. 
Aug. 1. 

Apr. 30. 
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1734 . 

John Lewis and Elizabeth Hanbury of Pontymoyle. 

Daniel Comock and Cicely Beadle of Pontymoyle. 

1735 . 

Thomas Comock and Elizabeth Be van of Swansea. 

1739 . 

Richard Sutton and Elizabeth Tankett. 

1743 . 

Thomas Morgan of Carmarthen and Jane Dickson of Cum¬ 
berland. 

1747 . 

John Allen of Bristol and Margaret Anthony of Carmarthen. 

1750 . 

Francis Bowen and Sarah Colesworthy, widow, of Bristol. 

1751 . 

Middleton Braddock and Mary Stokes. 

1752 . 

George Fisher of Bristol and Ann Musgrave of Haverford¬ 
west. 

1756 . 

James Harford and Ann Summers. 

1758 . 

Abraham Clibborn and Sarah, daughter of Joseph Bush of 
Bristol. 

1769 . 

Joseph Were of Bristol and Elizabeth Coles worthy. 

1771 . 

Nicholas Were of Wellington, Somerset, and Mary Coles¬ 
worthy of Haverfordwest. 

Thomas Stephens of Reedlean [? Rhydllyn] in Radnorshire 
and Ann Williams of Jamestown. 

1776 . 

John Lewis, jun., and Jane Owen, jun., of Tyddyn-y-Garreg, 
Merioneth. 

1780 . 

Griffith Watkins and Elizabeth Braddock. 

1792 . 

Richard Summers Harford, ironmaster, of Llanelly, in the 
county of Monmouth (sic), and Jane Lloyd Perkins of 
Haverfordwest. 

1812 . 

James Shepperd, jun., of Upton, Essex, and Elizabeth 
Starbuclc of Milford. 
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1813 . 

Feb. 5. Paul Starbuck and Mary Bassett of Leyton. 

1816 . 

May 29. Henry Knight of London and Sarah, daughter of John Lewis 
of Haverfordwest. 


flDeatfjs anD TBurials. 

Before 5.2. 1736 there is no record in the minutes of 
the death of a member. Between that date and 1 . 10 . 
1742 the following deaths are recorded :— 

Our Friend, James Lewis, departed this life about the 6th hour in 
the evening of the 7th of the 12th m° [1737/8], and was buried the 10th 
of said month at Friends 1 Burial-ground, near his home at Llanddewi 
[ Trewem], 

Our Friend, Thomas Marchant, departed this life the 22nd of the 
12th mo. 1737, and was buried the 25th of said month at Friends' 
Burial-ground at Jamestown. 

Our Friend, James Skone, departed this life the 7th of the 3rd mo, 
1738, and was buried at Friends’ Burial-ground at Jamestown. 

Katherine Lewis departed this life in the night between the 12th and 
13th of the 1st mo; 1738/9, and was buried the 15th following in the 
Burying-ground belonging to Redstone Meeting [Trewern]. 

Our Friend, Evan Bowen, departed this life the 25th of the 10th m°, 
1742, at 7 in the evening, and was buried at Friends’ Burial-ground 
at East Hook the 28th of the same month in the evening. 

Cecilia, the wife of Daniel Comock, departed this life between the 
4th and 5th of the 6m° [1744], and was buried at East Hook the 6th 
of the same. 


After an interval of thirty-four years the entry of 
burials in the register began to be noted in the minutes. 

Elizabeth Fortune, widow of Daniel Fortune, late of this town (H.)- 
(2.12. 1778). 

Elizabeth Lewis, wife of John Lewis, jun., of this town (H.), (2.12. 
1778). 

George Williams, near Jamestown (6.3. 1782). 

Sarah Clibborn and Anne Clibborn (4.2. 1784). 

David Williams (6.7. 1785). 

The burial-note of our late valuable Friend, John Lewis, the elder, 
was sent to our last Quarterly Meeting at Swansea (5.8. 1789), 

John Lewis [hitherto ' jun.'] presented the burial-note of our valuable 
Friend, Thomas Stokes the elder, lately deceased (5.8. 1789). 
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Abigail, wife of Samuel Starbuck (4.8.1802). 

Abraham Clibbom (4.8. 1802). 

Samuel Starbuck (3.8. 1803). 

Griffith Watkins died 21st 2m 0 , 1822, and was buried in the church¬ 
yard called St. Martin's, Haverfordwest, the parish in which he resided, 
by his directions expressed in his last will and testament. 

Emigrants to Pennsylvania 

with the date of the Certificate of Removal. 

* Those [unnamed 1 ] intending for Pennsylvania.' 16 . 12 . 1699/1700. 

Alice Lewis, 21 . 3 . 1708. 

Simon Thomas, 21 , 3 . 1708. 

Samuel Jones and wife, 20.5 . 1711. 

Francis Jones, wife, and family, 17.6 . 1711. 

Elizabeth Webb, 16.9 . 1711. 

[Name illegible], 18.4. 1725. 

Marmaduke Pardo, 17 . 1 . 1726. 

John Skone, 21.2.1727. 

Deborah Thomas, 6.12. 1733. 

bufferings. 

Persons whose goods were seized for tithes or church 
rates (after 1736). 


Year of distraint. 


Name. 

Parish. 

First. 

Last. 

Bowen, Evan 

.. Prendergast 

•• 1737 

.. 1742 

Bowen, Francis 

.. Prendergast, Ambleston 

.. 1744 

.. 1767 

Bowen, Sarah, execu- 

.. ditto 

.. 1768 

.. 1762 

trix of Francis Bowen 

Bowen, Susannah, and 

. . Prendergast 

•• 1743 

.. 1746 

son Francis 

Braddock, Middleton 

.. St. Martin, H.W. 

.. 1760 

.. 1761 

Clibbom, Abraham 

.. St. Thomas, H.W. 

•• 1759 

.. 1780 

Clibborn, Sarah 

.. St. Mary. H.W. 

.. 1762 

.. 1762 

Comock, Daniel 

. . Ditto 

.. 1740 

.. 1740 

Executors of ditto 

.. ditto 

.. 1748 

.. 1748 

Comock, Elizabeth 

.. Llanstadwell 

.. 1756 

.. 1766 

Comock, Jane 

.. ditto 

.. 1767 

•• 1767 


1 Another indication that there was a previous minute book. 
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Name. 

Parish. 

Year of distraint. 

First. I<ast. 

Comock, Morgan 

.. St. Mary, H.W. 

1738 

•• 1757 

Cornock, Thomas 

.. Llanstadwell 

1740 

• 1755 

Cornock, Thomas 

. . Prendergast 

1753 

• 1755 

Goodman, Richard 

.. St. Thomas, H.W. 

1741 

• 1742 

John, Evan 

.. Llawhaden 

1737 

. 1766 

Lewis, John 

.. Llanddewi Velfrey 

1737 

. 1764 

Lewis, John, sen. 

.. ditto 

1780 

. 1780 

Lewis, John 

.. St. Mary, St. Martin, St. . 
Thomas, H.W. 

1748 

• 1775 

Lewis, John, jun. 

.. ditto 

1779 

. 1788 

Lloyd, Mordecai 

.. Llawhaden 

1739 

. 1751 

Marchant, Thomas 

.. Manorbier 

1737 

• 1737 

Musgrave, Margaret 

.. St. Mary, St. Martin, H.W. 

1737 

. 1749 

— — 

.. Camrose 

1742 

• 1742 

Skone, James 

.. Hodgeston, Manorbier, 
Lamphey 

1737 

• 1755 

Staines, Mark 

.. St. Mary, H.W. 

1757 

• 1759 

Staines, Sarah 

.. ditto 

1760 

. 1766 

Stokes, Thomas 

.. St. Mary, St. Martin, H.W. 
Prendergast, Rudbaxton 

1744 

1785 

Summers, Richard 

.. St. Thomas, H.W. 

1742 

1757 

Williams, David 

.. Manorbier, Hodgeston 

1774 

• 1783 


CORRECTIONS 

In the article on ‘ The Quakers of Pembrokeshire' in Vol. IX. 

Page ii, line 23—After ‘guest' insert ‘by one of the justices.’ 

Page 27, note 2—‘The Mount, Portfield,’ and ‘West [should be 
East] Hook' are the same burial-ground, the Mount, East Hook, in 
the parish of Lambeston. 



Marriage Bonds of West Wales 
and Gower. 

(i Continued from Vol, XI., p . 214). 


1798 . 

Jan. 2. Richard Aldwell, bachelor, and Martha Gollock, widow, 
both of the parish of St. Mary, Swansea, Glam. 1 

Jan. 2. John Evans of the parish of Kellan, Cards., bachelor, and 
Anne Evans of the parish of Llanpeter pont Stephen, Cards., 
widow. 


Jan. 5. Cornelius Gordon, bachelor, and Anne Long, spinster, both 
of the parish of Llanrhidian, Glam. 1 

Jan. 8. Isaac Williams, bachelor, and Martha Franklen, widow, 
both of the parish of St. Mary, Swansea, Glam. 1 


Jan. 9. James Williams, bachelor, and Sarah Hanbury, widow, both 
of the parish of St. Peter, Carmarthen.* 

Jan. 17. David Jones of the parish of Llanarthney, Carms., bachelor, 
and Elizabeth Jones of the parish of Llandefeilog, Carms., 
spinster. B. by the said David Jones, farmer, and Thomas 
Tobias of the said parish of Llanarthney, farmer j witness : 
Tho. Jones.* 


Jan. 18. James Collins of the parish of Kidwelly, Carms., bachelor, 
and Jane Lloyd of the parish of St. Peter, Carmarthen. B. 
by the James Collins, mariner, and Thomas Lewis of Car¬ 
marthen, staymaker ; witness : Tho. Jones.* 


Jan. 20. David Davies of the parish of Kidwelly, Carms., widower, 
and Hester Davies of the parish of Abernant, Carms., 
spinster. B. by the said David Davies, malster; witness : 
Tho. Jones.* 

Jan. 20. Thomas Thomas, bachelor, and Margaret Jones, spinster, 
both of the parish of Llandebie, Carms. 1 


1 F. issued by Miles Bassett, Sur\ 

* F. issued by W. Higgs Barker, Sur'. 
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Jan. 21. 

Feb. i. 
Feb. 3. 
Feb. 3. 

Feb. 7. 
Feb. 7. 

Feb. 10. 

Feb. 12. 

Feb. 16. 

Feb. 21. 

Feb. 24. 
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Richard Price of the parish of Cadoxton, Glam., bachelor, 
and Mary Rees of the parish of Talley, Carms., spinster. 
B. by the said Richard Price, surgeon, and David Rees of 
the said parish of Talley, farmer ; witness : Tho. Jones. 1 * 3 

John Dunn, bachelor, and Elisabeth Williams, spinster, 
both of the parish of Llanrhidian, Glam.* 

William Thomas, bachelor, and Mary Hopkin, spinster, 
both of the parish of St. Mary, Swansea, Glam. 

William Webborn of the parish of Bishopston, Glam., 
bachelor, and Susanna Beynon of the parish of Penard, 
Glam., spinster.* 

David Parry, bachelor, and Ann Bowen, widow, both of 
the parish of Llanelly, Carms. 1 

Benjamin Williams of the parish of Pencarreg, Carms., 
bachelor, and Mary Thomas of the parish of Llampeter, 
Cards., spinster. B. by the said Benjamin Williams, tanner, 
and Thomas Thomas of Carmarthen, victualler; witness: 
Tho. Jones. 1 

William Evans of the parish of St. Clears, Carms., gent., 
and Elizabeth Howell of the parish of Llaugharne, Carms., 
spinster. B. by the said William Evans; witness : Tho. 
Jones. 1 

Benjamin Davies of the parish of Christ Church, co. Mon., 
bachelor, and Barbara Jones of the parish of Llanguick, 
Glam., widow.* 

Lewis Lewis of the parish of Llandysill, Cards., widower 
and Elizabeth Watkins of the parish of Llandisilio Gogof, 
Cards., widow. 1 

Morgan Davies, bachelor, and Catherine Morgans, widow, 
both of the parish of Llanvair ar y Bryn, Carms. B. by the 
said Morgan Davies, yeoman, and John Davies of the said 
parish of Llanvair-ar-y-bryn ; witness : Tho. Jones.* 

Lewis Lewis of the parish of Llangathen, Carms., widower, 
and Sarah Lewis of the parish of Llanfynidd, Carms., widow. 1 


1 F. issued by W. Higgs Barker, Sur\ 

* F. issued by Miles Bassett, Sur*. 

3 F. issued by T. Lawrence, Sur\ 
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Feb. 24. John Morgan of the parish of Llansawel, Carms., widower, 
and Mary Evans of the parish of Llanfihangel Rosycorn, 
Carms., spinster, aged 19 years; with consent of her 
father, Thomas Evans. B. by the said John Morgan, 
farmer; witness: Tho. Jones. 1 

Feb. 24. David Nicholls of the parish of St. Mary, Swansea, Glam., 
bachelor, and Mary Wintle of the parish of Oystermouth, 
Glam., spinster.* 

Feb. 27. John Leslie Crawford, bachelor, and Jane Griffiths, spinster, 
both of the parish of St. Mary, Swansea, Glam. 2 

Feb. 28. William Howell of the parish of St. Ishmael, Carms., bach¬ 
elor, and Martha Thomas of the parish of Llangynnock, 
Carms., spinster. B. by the said William Howells, farmer, 
and David Lewis of Carmarthen, victualler. 1 

Mar. 1. Thomas Phillips of the parish of Llanerchayron, Cards., 
bachelor, and Mary Jones, aged 17 years, of the parish of 
Llanarth, Cards; with the consent of her testamentary 
guardian, Evan Evans. B. by the said Thomas Phillips, 
minister of the Gospel, and Evan Evans of the parish of 
Llanina, Cards., gent.; witness : Tho. Jones. 1 

Mar. 2. William Carder, bachelor, and Anne Nicholls, spinster, both 
of the parish of St. Mary, Swansea, Glam. 2 

Mar. 3. Benjamin Evans, bachelor, and Sarah Jeffreys, widow, 
both of the parish of Llanguick, Glam. 2 

Mar. 3. David Evans of the parish of Llanfehangel Rosycorn, Carms., 
bachelor, and Ann Evans of the parish of Llangendeirne, 
Carms., aged 20 years; with the consent of her mother, 
Jane, the wife of John Jones. B. by the said David Evans, 
farmer, and John Jones of the said parish of Llangendeirne, 
farmer ; witness : Tho. Jones. 1 

Mar. T7. Thomas Hughes of the parish of Kidwelly, Carms., bachelor, 
and Margaret Emanuel of the parish of Llandefeilog, Carms., 
spinster. B. by the said Thomas Hughes and Richard Rees 
of Carmarthen, clerk ; witness : Tho. Jones. 

Mar. 20. Evan Lloyd of the parish of St. Peter, Carmarthen, bachelor, 
and Letice Davies of the parish of Llangunog, Carms., 
spinster. B. by the said Evan Lloyd and Evan Thomas of 
the parish of.. farmer; witness: Tho. Jones. 1 

1 F. issued by W. Higgs Barker, Sur\ 

2 F. issued by Miles Bassett, Sur'. 
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Mar. 21. 

Mar. 24. 

... 24. 

Mar. 28. 

Apr. 9. 

Apr. 19. 

Apr. 21. 
Apr. 28. 

Apr. 30. 
May 1. 


Marriage Bonds and Fiats, 1798. 

Joseph William of the parish of St. Peter, Carmarthen, 
widower, and Catharine Davies of the parish of Llandilofawr, 
Carms., spinster. 

David John of the parish of Llanegwad, Carms., bachelor, 
and Mary Griffiths of the parish of Llanybither, Carms., 
spinster. B. by the said David John and Evan Luke of 
the said parish of Llanegwad. 

Evan Jones and Sarah Jones, spinster, both of the parish 
of Llanvihangel Yeroth, Carms. B. by the said Evan Jones, 

farmer, and Daniel Evans of.; witness : Tho. 

Jones. 1 * 

William Williams of the parish of Llanddewy’r Cwm, co. 
Brec., bachelor, and Abigail Jones of the parish of Llanfair 
in Builth, co. Brecon, spinster. B. by the said William 
Williams, yeoman, and William Morgans of the parish of 
Llanlleonvel, co. Brecon, yeoman; witnesses; John Price, 
T. Lawrence, Sur'. 2 

William Hopkins of the parish of Llandeveyson, Carms., 
widower, and Jane Price of the parish of Llandilofawr, 
Carms., widow. 

Morgan Walter of the parish of Moddfeu, Carms., bachelor, 
and Ann Howell of the parish of Llanddeusant, Carms., 
spinster. B. by the said Morgan Walter, mason, and Evan 
Powell of the said parish of Moddfeu, farmer; witness : 
Mary Lawrence. 2 * 

George Williams, bachelor, and Mary Roberts, widow, both 
of the parish of Llanrhidian, Glam. 8 

William James of the parish of Llangendeime, Carms., 
bachelor, and Margaret Evans of the parish of Pembrey, 
Carms., spinster. B. by the said William James and Philip 
Jones of the parish of Llanelly, Carms.; witness : Tho. 
Jones. 1 

William Jenkins, bachelor, and Catharine Hugh, widow, 
both of the parish of Llanedy, Carms. 

Robert Batcock of the parish of Llanmaddock, Glam., 
bachelor, and Elizabeth Walker of the parish of Cheriton, 
Glam., spinster. 3 

1 F. issued by W. Higgs Barker, Sur’. 

2 F. issued by T. Lawrence, Sur’. 

3 F. issued by Miles Bassett, Sur'. 

* Only fragments of this fiat and bond remain. 
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May 1. David Thomas of the parish of St. Peter, Carmarthen, 
widower, and Margaret Morgan of the parish of Newxhurch, 
Carms., widow. 1 

May 3. William Rees, and Rebecca Thomas, both of the parish 
of Kidwelly, Carms., B. by the sad William Rees and 
Henry Thomas of Kidwelly aforesaid; witness: Dan. 
Williams. 

May 5. Edward Thomas, bachelor, and Rebekah Griffiths, widow, 
both of the parish of St. Mary, Swansea. Glam. 2 3 

May 7. John Edwards of the parish of Llangunnock, Carms., bach¬ 
elor, and Ann Davies of the parish of Llangain, Carms., 
spinster. B. by the said John Edwards, labourer ; witness : 
Tho. Jones. 1 

May 10. David Richard, widower, and Rachel Williams, spinster, 
both of the parish of Llanlawddog, Carms. B. by the said 
David Richard, farmer, and Richard Rees of the parish of 
St. Peter, Carmarthen, clerk; witness: Tho. Jones. 1 

May 14. Edward William, bachelor, and Mary Morris, spinster, both 
of the parish of Kidwelly, Carms. B. by the said Edward 
William, cooper, and David Edward of the parish of Llan- 
deveylog, Carms., farmer; witness : Tho. Jones. 1 

May 15. John Rees of the parish of Llangadock, Carms., widower, 
and Mary Morgans of the parish of Llandilofawr, Carms., 
spinster. B. by the said John Rees, farmer, and David 
Williams of the parish of Llandingad, Carms., malster; 
witness : William Jones. 8 

May 16. Thomas Griffith, bachelor, and Susannah Brown, spinster, 
both of the parish of St. Peter, Carmarthen. 1 

May 16. Daniel James, bachelor, and Mary Thomas, spinster, both 
of the parish of Llandefeilog, Carms. 1 

May 19. Thomas Owen of the parish of St. Peter, Carmarthen, 
bachelor and Mary Phillips of the parish of Llangendeirne, 
Carms., spinster. 1 

May 21. John Morgan, bachelor and Margaret Jones, spinster, a 
minor, both of the parish of St. Mary, Swansea, Glam. 2 

1 F. issued by W. Higgs Barker, Sur\ 

*!F. issued by Miles Bassett, Sur\ 

3 F. issuedjby T. Lawrence, Sur\ 
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May 25. 

May 30. 

Jun. 8. 

Jun. 13. 

Jun. 14. 

Jun. 15. 
Jun. 16. 

Jun. 16. 

Jun. 30. 

Jun. 30. 
Jun. 30. 


Marriage Bonds and Fiats, 1794. 

Thomas Evans, bachelor, and Anne Jenkins, spinster, aged 
20 years; both of the parish of Llanelly, Carms.; with 
the consent of her father, Thomas Jenkins, of Llanelly. 1 

Thomas Hughes of the parish of St. Mary, Haverfordwest, 
widower, and Elizabeth Rees of the parish of St. Martin, 
Haverfordwest, spinster. B. by the said Thomas Hughes, 
papermaker, and William Jarrett of Carmarthen, cooper. 1 

Daniel Evans of the parish of Trewyddel, Perns., bachelor, 
and Mary Jones of the parish of Llanwrtid, co. Brecon, 
widow. B. by the said Daniel Evans, yeoman, and John 
Morgan of the parish of Llandingad, Carms., publican; 
witness: William Jones.* 

William Rees of the parish of Llanrhidian, Glam., bachelor, 
and Jane Davies of the parish of St. Mary, Swansea, Glam. 
spinster. 8 

Thomas Taylor of the parish of Penrice, Glam., bachelor, 
and Rebekah Phillips of the parish of Oystermouth, Glam., 
spinster. 8 

William Price, bachelor, and Margaret Anthony, widow, 
both of the parish of St. Mary, Swansea, Glam. 3 

Henry Charles of the parish of Llangeller, Carms., widower, 
and Mary Jones of the parish of Llandyssil, Cards., spinster. 
B. by the said Henry Charles, farmer, and Benjamin Howell 
of the parish of Penboyr, Carms., farmer; witness : Tho. 
Jones. 1 

David Simon of the parish of Llangeller, Carms., widower, 
and Mary David of the parish of Conwill Elvett, Carms., 
widow. 1 

James Grey of the parish of St. John, Glam., widower, and 
Hester Jones of the parish of St. Mary, Swansea, Glam., 
spinster. 3 

Philip Jasper, bachelor, and Elizabeth Davies, spinster, 
both of the parish of Llanrhidian, Glam. 3 

David Jones Lewis of the parish of Llanthoysant, Carms., 
bachelor, and Mary Price of the parish of Llanwrda, Carms., 
a minor; with the consent of her father, David Price, of 
the said parish of Llanwrda, gent. B. by the said David 
Jones Lewis, surgeon, and Rees Price of the parish of Llan¬ 
dingad, Carms., mercer; witness : T. Lawrence, Sur’.* 

1 F. issued by W. Higgs Barker, Sur'. 

2 F. issued by T. Lawrence, Sur'. 

3 F. issued by Miles Bassett, Sur’. 
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Jul. 14. James Buckley of the town of Brecon, bachelor, and Maria 
Child of the parish of Llanelly, Carms., spinster. 1 

Jul. 14. Phillip Davies of the parish of Henllan Amgoed, Perns., 
bachelor, and Jane John of the parish of Llandewy Velfrey, 
Perns., spinster. B. by the said Phillip Davies, farmer, and 
Richard Rees of Carmarthen, clerk; witness: Tho. Jones. 

Jul. 16. John Baile, bachelor, and Jane Wright, aged 19 years, both 
of the parish of St. Peter, Carmarthen ; with the consent of 
William Ayleway of Haverfordwest and Rev. Moses Grant, 
her guardians.* 

Jul. 18. Thomas Harry, bachelor, and Elizabeth George, spinster, 
both of the parish of Llanarthney, Carms. B. by the said 
Thomas Harry and Thomas Michael of the said parish of 
Llanarthney, farmer ; witness : Tho. Jones.* 

Jul. 23. John Jones, bachelor, and Susannah Roberts, spinster, both 
of the parish of St. Mary, Swansea, Glam. 1 

Jul. 25. Robert Miles of the parish of Nunney, Somerset, gent., and 
Elizabeth Hughes of the parish of Llanelly, Carms., spinster. 
B. by the said Robert Miles ; witness : Tho. Jones.* 

Jul. 27. John Jordan Jones, and Sarah Watkins, spinster, both of 
the parish of Llanarth, Cards. B. by the said John Jordan 
Jones, gent.; witness : Tho. Jones.* 

Aug. 6. James Bowen of Mydrim, Carms., esq., bachelor, and 
Martha Jenkins of the parish of Cardigan, spinster. B. by 
the said James Bowen and William Morgan of the said 
parish of Mydrim, clerk ; witness : Dan. Williams.* 

Aug. 13. Ebenezer Jones of the parish of Llandefeilog, Carms., 
bachelor, and Mary Thomas of the parish of St. Ishmael, 
Carms., spinster. B. by the said Ebenezer Jones, carpenter ; 
witness: Tho. Jones. 2 

Aug. 14. David Thomas, and Mary David, widow, both of the 
parish of Cayo, Carms. B. by the said David Thomas, 
farmer, and John Davies of the parish of Llanfairarybryn, 
Carms., farmer ; witness : T. Lawrence, Sur'. 3 

Aug. 16. Henry Scolley of the parish of White Chapel, London, 
mariner, and Mary Barry of the parish of St. Peter, Car¬ 
marthen, aged 20 years; with the consent of her father, 
Richard Barry. 2 

1 F. issued by Miles Bassett, Sur’. 

* F. issued by W. Higgs Barker, Sur'. 

8 F. issued by T. Lawrence, Sur’. 
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Aug. 18. 
Aug. 18. 

Aug. 22. 
Aug. 24. 

Aug. 25. 

Aug. 27. 
Sep. 5. 
Sep. 8. 

Sep. 8. 

Sep. 13. 

Sep. 14. 


Marriage Bonds and Fiats, 1798. 

George George, bachelor, and Anne Webb, spinster, both 
of the parish of St. Mary, Swansea, Glam. 1 

David Thomas of the parish of Abergwilly, Carms., bachelor, 
and Rachel Thomas of the parish of Newchurch, Carms., 
spinster. B. by the said David Thomas, yeoman, and 
Richard Rees of Carmarthen, clerk ; witness : Tho. Jones.* 

John Howell of the parish of Cheriton, Glam., widower, and 
Martha Hughes of the parish of Loughor, Glam., widow. 1 

William Foster of the parish of Stock Demere, Devon, 
bachelor, and Mary Beynon of the parish of St. Peter, Car¬ 
marthen, spinster. B. by the said William Foster, mariner 
and John Close of Carmarthen, carpenter; witness: Tho. 
Jones.* 

Richard Morris of the parish of Llandilotallybont, Glam., 
bachelor, and Catherine Morgan of the parish of Llange- 
velach, Glam., spinster. 1 

John Butson Veale, bachelor, and Catherine Jones, widow, 
both of the parish of St. Peter, Carmarthen. 

John Moody, bachelor, and Elizabeth Hugh, spinster, both 
of the parish of St. Mary, Swansea, Glam. 1 

David Edwards of the parish of Llanon, Carms., widower, 
and Mary Anthony of the parish of Llandefeilog, Carms., 
widow.* 

David Lloyd of the parish of Narberth, Perns., bachelor, 
and Selinah Griffiths of the parish of Laugharne, Carms., 
spinster. B. by the said David Lloyd, butcher, and Richard 
Brown of the said parish of Laugharne, farmer; witness : 
Tho. Jones.* 

Samuel Thomas, clerk, and Elizabeth Nicolson, spinster, 
both of the parish of Laugharne, Carms. S. by the said 
Samuel Thomas ; witness : Dan. Williams.* 

David Jenkin of the parish of Llanarthney, Carms., widower, 
and Hannah Griffith of the parish of St. Peter, Carmarthen, 
aged 18 years; with the consent of her father, George 
Griffith.* 


1 F. issued by Miles Bassett, Sur\ 

* F. issued by W. Higgs Barker, Sur'. 


Marriage Bonds and Fiats , 1798. 35 

Sep. 19. William Daniel of the parish of Llandilofawr, Carms., 
bachelor, and Ann Benjamin of the parish of Llanfynith, 
Carms., spinster. B. by the said William Daniel, yeoman! 
and John William of the said parish of Llandilofawr; wit¬ 
ness : Tho. Jones. 1 

Sep. 20. David Lewis, widower, and Sarah Williams, spinster, both 
of the parish of Abergwilly, Carms. 1 

Sep. 21. John Williams of the parish of Llanganten, co. Brecon, and 
Mary Parker of the parish of Llanfair, co. Brecon, a minor j 
with the consent of her father, Thomas Parker. B. by the 
said John Williams, farmer, and Evan Jones of the parish 
of Llanynis, co. Brecon, farmer; witness: T. Lawrence 
Sur'. 2 

Sep, 22. William Rees of the parish of Llanfehangel Yeroth, Carms., 
widower, and Mary John of the parish of Llanloony, Carms.,* 
spinster. B. by the said William Rees, farmer. 1 

Sep. 22. Edmund Williams of the parish of Llangunnog, Carms., 
bachelor, and Catherine Davies of the parish of Abergwilly! 
Carms., spinster. B. by the said Edmund Williams, farmer! 
and David Howells of Carmarthen, farmer; witness : Tho. 
Jones. 1 

Sep. 27. John Griffith of the parish of Llanbedr, co. Brecon, clerk, 
B A., bachelor, and Elizabeth Jones of the parish of Llan- 
arth, Cards., spinster. B. by the said John Griffith; wit¬ 
ness : Tho. Jones. 1 

Sep. 29. Rev. William Morgan, curate of Mydrim, Carms., bachelor, 
and Jane Thomas of the parish of Llanfehangel Abercowin! 
Carms., spinster. B. by the said William Morgan. 1 

Sep. 29. John Phillip, bachelor, and Ann Williams, spinster, both 
of the parish of Mydrim, Carms. B. by the said John 
Phillip ; witness : Tho. Jones. 1 

Oct. 4. Henry Gibbon, bachelor, and Sarah Lewis, widow, both of 
the parish of Killymaenlwyd, Carms. 1 

Oct. 6. Jenkin Davies of the parish of Llandyssil, Cards., bachelor, 
and Jane Davies of the parish of Llanfair Treligon, Cards., 
spinster. B. by the said Jenkin Davies; witness: Dan 
Williams. 1 


1 F. issued by W. Higgs Barker, Sur'. 

2 F. issued by T. Lawrence, Sur'. 
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Oct. 6. 

Oct. io. 

Oct. 13. 
Oct. 15. 

Oct. 17. 

Oct. 17. 

Oct. 20. 

Oct. 27. 

Nov. 1. 

Nov. I. 

Nov. 6. 


Marriage Bonds and Fiats , 1798. 

George Grant, mariner, bachelor, and Esther Williams, 
spinster, both of the parish of Llanstephan, Carms. B. by 
the said George Grant; witness : Tho. Jones. 1 

Walter Lewis, bachelor, and Elizabeth Donaldson, widow, 
both of the parish of St. Peter, Carmarthen. 1 

Thomas Morgan of the parish of Neath, Glam., bachelor, 
and Jane Morris of the parish of St. Mary, Swansea, Glam. 2 3 

Thomas Rees, widower, and Esther Evan, spinster, both 
of the parish of Llaugharne, Carms. B. by the said Thomas 
Rees, farmer; witness: Tho. Jones. 1 

Thomas Morgan of the parish of Llangunnock, Carms., 
clerk, widower, and Margaret Powell of the parish of 
Llanelly, Carms., spinster. B. by the said Thomas Morgan ; 
witness : Tho. Jones. 1 

Rev. Joshua Watkins, bachelor, and Elizabeth Phillips, 
aged 20 years, both of the parish of Llangunnor, Carms. ; 
with the consent of her mother, Margaret Morris. B. by 
the said Joshua Watkins, minister of the Gospel; witness : 
Tho. Jones. 1 

John Evans, and Mary Thomas, spinster, both of the parish 
of Cayo, Carms. B. by the said John Evans, farmer, and 
and David Williams of the parish of Llandingad, Carms., 
malster ; witness : T. Laurence. 8 

Abraham Thomas of the parish of Bettws, Carms., bachelor, 
and Ann Jones of the parish of Llanguicke, Glam., widow. 1 

William Edwards of the parish of St. Margaret, Westmin¬ 
ster, Middlesex, bachelor, and Elizabeth Williams of the 
parish of St. Mary, Swansea, Glam., spinster. 2 

Rees Evan, bachelor, and Mary Edwards, spinster, both of 
the parish of Llangathen, Carms. B. by the said Rees 
Evan, joiner, and John Ismael of the said parish of Llan¬ 
gathen, farmer ; witness : Tho. Jones. 

Thomas Price of the parish of St. Peter, Carmarthen, clerk, 
and Sarah Lott of the parish of Abergwilly, Carms., spinster. 
B. by the said Thomas Price, and Thomas Williams of 
Carmarthen, clerk ; witness : Wm. A. Barker. 1 


1 F. issued by W. Higgs Barker, Sur’. 

2 F. issued by Miles Bassett, Sur'. 

3 F. issued by T. Lawrence, Sur'. 
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Nov. 8. 

Nov. io. 

Nov. io. 

Nov. io. 

Nov. 12. 

Nov. 13. 

Nov. 13. 

Nov. 14. 

Nov. 15. 

Nov. 16. 


Marriage Bonds and Fiats, 1798* 

John Griffiths of the parish of Llanfairarybryn, Carms., and 
Mary Morgans of the parish of Llanwrda, Carms., spinster. 
B. by the said John Griffiths, yeoman, and John Morgan 
of the said parish of Llanfairarybryn, victualler; witness : 
T. Laurence, Sur'. 1 

William Eaton of the parish of Llanrhidian, Glam., bachelor, 
and Anne Morgan of the parish of Ilston, Glam., spinster.* 

John Moore of the parish of Llangadock, Carms., and Anne 
Rees of the parish of Llansadurn, Carms., a minor; with 
the consent of her testamentary guardian, John Bowen. B. 
by the said John Moore, carpenter, and John Bowen of the 
said parish of Llansadurn ; witness : T. Laurence, Sur’. 1 

William Parcell of the parish of Amroth, Perns., bachelor, 
and Ann Thomas of the parish of St. Clears, Carms., spin¬ 
ster. B. by the said William Parcell, farmer, and Thomas 
Thomas of the said parish of St. Clears, farmer; witness: 
Tho. Jones. 3 

John Richard, bachelor, and Ann James, widow, both of 
the parish of St. Peter, Carmarthen. 3 

John Jones of the parish of Llanfehangel Ystrad, Cards., 
bachelor, and Rachel Davies of the parish of Kellan, Cards., 
spinster. B. by the said John Jones, gent.; witness: 
Tho. Jones. 3 

William Laugharn of the parish of Llandawke, Carms., 
gent., and Sarah Rowe of the parish of Laugharne, Carms., 
widow. 3 

Thomas Benjamin and Margaret Evan, spinster, both of 
the parish of Llangadock, Carms. B. by the said Thomas 
Benjamin, labourer, and David Benjamin of the parish of 
Llanthoysant, Carms., farmer; witness: T. Lawrence, 
Sur*. 1 

David Thomas, bachelor, and Mary Evans, spinster, both 
of the parish of Llanguick, Glam. 2 

John Sutton, bachelor, and Mary Thomas, widow, both of 
the parish of Abergwilly, Carms. 3 


1 F. issued by T. Lawrence, Sur/ 

2 F. issued by Miles Bassett, Sur*. 

3 F. issued by W. Higgs Barker, Sur*. 
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Nov. 17. 

Nov. 17. 

Nov. 20. 

Nov. 21. 

Nov. 23. 

Nov. 28. 


Dec. 4. 


Dec. 8. 

Dec. 19. 

Dec. 22. 


Marriage Bonds and Fiats, 1798 

Samuel Davies of the parish of Kenarth, Carms., bachelor, 
and Mary James of the parish of Llandufriog, Cards., spin¬ 
ster. B. by the said Samuel Davies, shopkeeper ; witness : 
Tho. Jones. 1 

John Joseph and Jane Williams, spinster, both of the 
parish of Llanthoysant, Carms. B. by the said John Joseph, 
farmer, and William Williams of the said parish of Llan¬ 
thoysant, yeoman; witness: T. Lawrence, Sur’.* 

Richard Davies, bachelor, and Mary Morris, aged 20 years, 
both of the parish of Llangennock, Carms. ; with the 
consent of her uncle and guardian, Thomas Jones. B. by 
the said Richard Davies, farmer; witness : Tho. Jones. 1 

John Evan, bachelor, and Eleanor Morris, spinster, both of 
the parish of Llanstephan, Carms. B. by the said John 
Evan, yeoman, and George John of the said parish of Llan¬ 
stephan, farmer; witness: Tho. Jones. 1 3 

Thomas Howell, bachelor, and Ann Ferrier, spinster, both 
of the parish of Cledy, Perns. B. by the said Thomas 
Howell, gent; witness: Tho. Jones. 1 

Evan William of the parish of Bangor, Cards., bachelor, 
and Margaret David of the parish of Llandyssil, Cards., 
spinster. B. by the said Margaret David and Walter Lloyd 
of the said parish of Llandyssil, farmer; witness : Tho. 
Jones. 1 

David Davies, and Jane Richard, aged 19 years, both of 
parish of Abergwilly, Carms. ; with the consent of her 
mother, Mary Lewis. B. by the said David Davies, farmer, 
and William Tobias of the said parish of Abergwilly, 
yeoman ; witness : Tho. Jones. 1 

Charles Davies of the parish of Llandibee, Carms., widower, 
and Anne Morgan of the parish of St. Mary, Swansea, Glam., 
widow. 8 

Rev. Hector Bowen of the parish of Llandyssil, Cards., 
clerk, and Elizabeth Jones of the parish of Bangor, Cards., 
spinster. 1 

William Davies, bachelor, and Sarah Rogers, spinster, both 
of the parish of Llandilotallybont, Glam. 


1 F. issued by W. Higgs Barker, Sur’. 

2 F. issued by T. Lawrence, Sur'. 

3 F. issued by Miles Bassett, Sur'. 
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Dec. 24. 

Dec. 29. 

Jan. 3. 
Jan. 3. 

Jan. 9. 

Jan. 10. 

Jan. 12. 

Jan. 14. 

Jan. 23, 

Feb. 2. 


Marriage Bonds and Fiats , 1798 

Richard Brown of the parish of Llanstephan, Carms., 
widower, and Hester Hicks of the parish of Llanboidy, 
Carms., widow. 1 

John William of the parish of Penard, Glam., widower, 
and Anne Owen of the parish of Llandilotallybont, Glam., 
widow.* 


1799. 

Howell Howell of the parish of Clydey, Perns., bachelor, 
and Ann Jones of the parish of Aberporth, Cards., widow. 1 

Morgan Jones of the parish of Llangevelach, Glam., bachelor, 
and Margaret William of the parish of Llandilotallybont, 
Glam., spinster.* 

William Nicholas of the parish of Llangadock, Carms., and 
Alice Williams of the parish of Llanthoysant, Carms., 
spinster. B. by the said William Nicholas, farmer, and Rees 
Thomas of the parish of Llandingad, Carms., skinner ; 
witness : T. Laurence, Sur’. 8 

James Green and Mary Richards, both of the parish of 
Llandilo, Carms. B. by the said James Green and Thomas 
Baker of the parish of Llandingad, Carms. ; witness : T. 
Lawrence, Sur'. 3 

Thomas Thomas of the parish of St. Ishmael, Carms., 
bachelor, and Elizabeth Jones of the parish of Pembrey, 
Carms., widow. 1 

William Morris, bachelor, and Amy Howell, aged 19 years, 
both of the parish of Trelech ar Bettws, Carms. ; with the 
consent of her mother, Elizabeth Howell. B. by the said 
William Morris, farmer ; witness : Tho. Jones. 1 

Richard Rees of the parish of Llangunnor, Carms., bachelor, 
and Johanna Rees of the parish of Llangendeirne, Carms., 
spinster. B. by the said Richard Rees, farmer, and Thomas 
Williams of Carmarthen ; witness : Tho. Jones. 1 

William Luce, sailmaker, bachelor, and Elizabeth Couch, 
spinster, both of the parish of St. Mary, Swansea, Glam.* 


1 F. issued by W. Higgs Barker, Sur’. 

2 F. issued by Miles Bassett, Sur’. 

3 F. issued by T. Lawrence,Sur’. 
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Feb. 5. 

Feb. 11. 

Feb. 13. 

Feb. 15. 

Feb. 16. 

Feb. 19. 

Feb. 26. 

Feb. 28. 

Mar. 2. 

Mar. 2. 


Marriage Bonds and Fiats , 1799 

Charles Jones of the parish of St. Peter, Carmarthen, bach¬ 
elor, and Sarah Jenkins of the parish of Llandilofawr, 
Carms., spinster. B. by the said Charles Jones, sadler; 
witness : Tho. Jones. 1 

John Thomas of the parish of Chelmsford, Essex, a private 
in the Carmarthen Militia, bachelor, and Mary Davies of 
the parish of St. Peter, Carmarthen, spinster. Affidavit by 
Jennet Thomas that the said John Thomas was her son, 
and of the age of 24 years. B. by the said John Thomas 
(stationed at Chelmsford) and William Davies of Carmar¬ 
then, mason ; witness : Tho. Jones. 1 

William Young of the parish of Llangathen, Carms., 
widower, and Lettice Bateman of the parish of Llanfehangell 
Aberbythick, Carms., spinster. B. by the said William 
Young, gent., and John Israel of Carmarthen, farmer; 
witness : Tho. Jones. 1 

Simon Thomas of the parish of Llanfaimantgwynne, Perns., 
bachelor, and Hanah Rees of the parish of Meline, Perns., 
spinster. B. by the said Simon Thomas and Johna Evans 
of the said parish of Meline, mason ; witness : Tho. Jones. 

John Morris of the parish of Pembrey, Carms., bachelor, 
and Frances Davies of the parish of Llandefeilog, Carms., 
aged 19 years ; with the consent of her father, John Davies. 
B. by the said John Morris ; witness : Tho. Jones. 1 

Rees Lewis of the parish of Neath, Glam., bachelor, and 
Catherine Harry of the parish of Llangevelach, Glam., 
spinster. 2 

David Hopkin, bachelor, and Rachel Morgan, spinster, both 
of the parish of Llanguick, Glam. 2 

John Rees, widower, and Sarah Jones, spinster, both of 
the parish of St. Peter, Carmarthen. B. by the said John 
Rees, yeoman ; witness : Tho. Jones. 1 

Thomas Fraser, bachelor, and Jane Bishop, spinster, both 
of the town of Cardigan. 3 

Edward Thomas of the parish of Llechred, Cards., bachelor, 
and Catherine Jones of the parish of Llangevelach, Glam., 
spinster. 2 


1 F. issued by W. Higgs Barker, Sur\ 

2 F. issued by Miles Bassett, Sur'. 

8 F. issued by John Evans, Sur’. 


4 1 


Marriage Bonds and Fiats , 1799 . 

Mar. 9. Richard Evans of the parish of Northam, Devon, mariner, 
and Frances Morgan of the parish of St. Peter, Carmarthen, 
spinster. B. by the said Richard Evans and John Morgan 
of Carmarthen, gent ; witness : Tho. Jones. 1 

Mar. 9. William Thomas of the parish of Llanfehangel Abercowin, 
Carms., farmer, and Kitty Jenkins of the parish of St. 
Clears, Carms., spinster. B. by the said William Thomas ; 
witness : Tho. Jones. 1 

Mar. 13. Daniel Hughes of the parish of Llandilofawr, Carms., bach¬ 
elor, and Mary Bowen of the parish of Llanfehangell Aber- 
bythick, Carms., spinster. B. by the said Daniel Hughes, 
farmer, and William Hughes of Carmarthen, victualler • 
witness : Tho. Jones. 1 

Mar. 13. Edward Mansel Dawkin, bachelor, and Margaret Ann 
Dixie, spinster, both of the parish of Llanelly, Carms. 1 

Mar. 19. Benjamin Willis of the parish of St. Mary, Swansea, Glam., 
bachelor, and Joice Griffiths of the parish of Llangavelach, 
Glam., spinster. 2 

Mar. 19. Edward William of the parish of Llanrhidian, Glam., 
bachelor, and Elizabeth Phillip of the parish of Penmain, 
Glam., spinster. 2 

Mar. 20. Philip Richards, mercer, and Mary Jones, spinster, both of 
the parish of St. Peter, Carmarthen. 1 

Mar. 22. Morgan Harry of the parish of Llangadock, Carms., farmer, 
and Dinah Rees of the parish of Mothvey, Carms., a minor ; 
with the consent of her mother, Mary Evan. B. by the said 
Morgan Harry and John Price of the said parish of Mothvey, 
clerk ; witness : T. Lawrence, Sur'. 3 

Mar. 23. Matthew Dickins, bachelor, and Jane Pontan, aged 20 
years, both of the parish of Llanfehangel Aberbythick, 
Carms. ; with the consent of her father, John Pontan. 

Mar. 25. Thomas Potts, bachelor, and Frances Murray, spinster, a 
minor, both of the parish of Penrise, Glam. 2 

Mar. 27. William David, bachelor, and Hannah Jones, spinster, both 
of the parish of Llanguick, Glam. 2 

Mar. 28. Rowland Edwardes, bachelor, and Rebecca Donovan, spin¬ 
ster, both of the parish of Llaugharne, Carms., B. by the 
said Rowland Edwardes, esq. ; witness : Dan. Williams. 1 

1 F. issued by W. Higgs Barker, Sur’. 

2 F. issued by Miles Bassett, Sur’. 

3 F. issued by T. Lawrence, Sur*. 
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Apr. io. 

Apr. 16. 

Apr. 17. 

Apr. 19. 

Apr. 26. 

Apr. 30. 

May 4. 
May 9. 
May 11. 

May 13. 


Marriage Bonds and Fiats, 1799 

Silvanus Jones of the parish of Talley, Carms., and Elinor 
John of the parish of Liansawel, Carms., spinster. B. by 
the said Silvanus Jones, labourer, and Morgan Harry of 
the parish of Llangadock, Carms., farmer ; witness : T. 
Lawrence, Sur'. 1 

William Bey non of the parish of Llanfihangel Rosycom, 
Carms., bachelor, and Letitia Thomas of the parish of 
Llanegwad, Carms., spinster. B. by the said William 
Beynon, yeoman, and Thomas Thomas of the said parish 
of Llanegwad, farmer ; witness : Tho. Jones. 1 

Jeremiah Tompson of the parish of Llanmadock, Glam., 
bachelor, and Elizabeth Jarvis of the parish of Oystermouth, 
Glam., spinster. B. by the said Jeremiah Tompson. 1 

BenjaminThomas of the parish of Penrith, Perns., bachelor' 
and Ann James of the parish of Monachlogddu, Perns., 
spinster. B. by the said Benjamin Thomas, gent., and 
James Saunders of Carmarthen, gent. 1 

Griffith Jones of the parish of Llanybydder, Carms., 
bachelor, and Mary Evans of the parish of Abergwilly, 
Carms., spinster. B. by the said Griffith Jones, farmer, 
Evan Luke of the parish of Llanegwad, smith, and David 
Evans of the said parish of Abergwilly, farmer ; witness : 
Tho. Jones. 2 

Rees Jones of the parish of St. Mary, Swansea, widower, 
and Elizabeth Lambeth of the parish of Llangevelach, 
Glam., spinster. 3 

Jeremiah Jeremiah, bachelor, and Hannah John, spinster, 
a minor, both of the parish of Llangevelach, Glam. 3 

Edward Isaac, bachelor, and Elizabeth Rees, widow, both of 
the parish of St. Peter, Carmarthen. 2 

David Davies of the parish of Llangevelach, Glam., bachelor, 
and Elizabeth Jenkins of the parish of Llansamlet, Glam., 
spinster. 8 

Richard Pronet of the parish of Llanvigan, Brecon, bachelor, 
and Mary Spooner of the parish of St. Mary, Swansea, 
Glam., spinster. 3 


1 F. issued by T. Lawrence, Sur*. 

2 F. issued by W. Higgs Barker, Sur'. 

3 F. issued by Miles Bassett, Sur’. 
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Marriage Bonds and Fiats, 1799 . 

May 15. Charles Watkins and Susannah Morgans, widow, both of 
the parish of Llandilo Vane, Brecon. B. by the said Charles 
Watkins, labourer, William Watkins of the parish of Llan- 
wrtid, co. Brecon, farmer, and John Jones of the parish of 
Llanfairarybryn, Carms., farmer; witness: T. Laurence, 
Sur'. 1 

May 17. Griffith Howell of the parish of Llandowror, Carms., 
widower, and Elizabeth Phillip of the parish of Cronwere, 
Perns., widow.* 

May 22. Morgan Thomas and Anne Rees, widow, both of the parish 
of Llansadurn, Carms. B. by the said Morgan Thomas, 
farmer, and Rees Howells of Llandovery, Carms., victualler ; 
witness : T. Lawrence, Sur’. 1 3 

May 24. William Mortimer Edwards of the parish of Llaugharne, 
Carms., gent, bachelor, and Mary Tyson of the parish of 
Eglws Cymmin, Carms., spinster. B. by the said William 
Mortimer Edwards ; witness : Tho. Jones.* 

May 24. William Evans of the parish of St. Clears, Carms., bachelor, 
and Elizabeth Lewis of the parish of Llanwinio, Carms., 
spinster. B. by the said William Evans, gent. ; witness : 
Tho. Jones.* 

May 24. Thomas Morgan of the parish of Llandefeisaint, Carms., 
widower, and Margaret Davies of the parish of Llandilofawr, 
Carms., spinster. B. by the said Thomas Morgan, Officer 
of Excise, and Thomas Dyer of Carmarthen, superviser ; 
witness : Tho. Jones.* 

May 28. Thomas Jones of the parish of Coity, Glam., bachelor, and 
Mary Davies of the parish of St. Mary, Swansea, Glam., 
spinster. 8 

Jun. 7. Ebenezer Rees of the parish of Llangeler, Carms., widower, 
and Margaret Davies of the parish of Henllan, Cards., 
widow. 2 

Jun. 10. Thomas Williams of the parish of Llanfehangel Aberbythich, 
Carms., -widower, and Mary Evans of the parish of Llanarth- 
ney, Carms., spinster. B. by the said Thomas Williams, 
farmer; witness: Tho. Jones. 2 

Jun. 15. William Alleyne Barker, bachelor, and Ann Ramell, widow, 
both of the parish of St. Peter, Carmarthen.* 

1 F. issued by T. Lawrence, Sur’. 

2 F. issued by W. Higgs Barker, Sur'. 

3 F. issued by Miles Bassett, Sur’. 
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Jun. 27. 
Jul. 4. 

Jul, 6. 

Jul. 20. 
Jul. 26. 

Jul. 27. 

Aug. 2. 

Aug. 3. 

Aug. 10. 

Aug. 10. 


Marriage Bonds and Fiats , 1799 

John Thomas of the parish of Verwick, Cards., farmer, and 
Rachel Lewis of the parish of Llangoedmore, Cards., widow. 1 

William Mansell, bachelor, and Margaret Anthony, spinster, 
both of the parish of Kidwelly, Carms. B. by the said Wil¬ 
liam Mansell, yeoman, and William Rees of the said parish 
of Kidwelly, gent. ; witness : Tho. Jones.* 

David Davies of the parish of Penbrin, Cards., widower, and 
Anne Davies of the parish of Llanvihangel Ystrad, Cards., 
widow. 1 

John Samuel, bachelor, and Elizabeth Mabrey, widow, both 
of the parish of Llandilofawr, Carms. 2 

William Price and Mary Thomas, spinster, both of the 
parish of Mothvey, Carms. B. by the said William Price, 
yeoman, and David Price of the said parish of Mothvey, 
farmer ; witness : T. Lawrence, Sur'. 3 

David Lewis of the parish of Abergwilly, Carms., bachelor, 
and Sarah Jones of the parish of Llanfehangel Yeroth, 
Carms., spinster. B. by the said David Lewis, gent., and 
Rees Price of Carmarthen, victualler; witness: Tho. 
Jones.* 

Thomas Thomas, aged 20 years, and Ann Jenkins, spinster, 
both of the parish of St. Peter, Carmarthen ; with the 
consent of his mother, Elizabeth Owen. 2 

John Bowen of the parish of St. Mary, Swansea, Glam., 
bachelor, and Sarah Bidder of the parish of Oystermouth, 
Glam., spinster. 4 

William Jenkins and Margaret Rees, widow, both of the 
parish of Llansadurn, Carms. B. by the said William 
Jenkins, farmer, and David Price of the said parish of Llan¬ 
sadurn, farmer ; witness : T. Lawrence, Sur'. 8 

Morgan Jones, widower, and Priscilla Morgan, spinster, 
both of the parish of Llandilofawr, Carms. B. by the said 
Morgan Jones, farmer, and William Harries of Carmarthen, 
victualler ; witness : Tho. Jones.* 


1 F. issued by John Evans, Sur’. 

2 F. issued by W. Higgs Barker, Sur’. 

3 F. issued by T. Lawrence, Sur’. 

4 F. issued by Miles Bassett, Sur’. 
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Aug. 12. John Edwards of the parish of Llanddewi Brevi, Cards., 
and Hannah Evans of the parish of Abergwessyn, co. Brecon, 
widow. B. by the said John Edwards, farmer, and Thomas 
Jones of the parish of Llandingad, Carms., farmer ; wit¬ 
ness : T. Lawrence, Sur’. 1 2 

Aug. 12. John Foley of the parish of Llanfemach, Pern., widower, 
and Elizabeth Griffith of the parish of Llangludwen, Perns., 
widow. 1 

Aug. 20. John Lewis, bachelor, and Mary Davies, spinster, both of 
the parish of St. Peter. Carmarthen. B. by the said John 
Lewis, millwright; witness : Tho. Jones. 1 

Aug. 21. Thomas Matthews and Sarah Woolcock, widow, both of the 
parish of Llandilo Vawr, Carms. B. by the said Thomas 
Matthews, innkeeper, and David Jones of the parish of 
Llanwrda, Carms., clerk ; witness : T. Lawrence, Sur’. 1 

Aug. 27. Thomas Taylor of the parish of Llanfehangel Aberbythick, 
Carms., bachelor, and Ann Young of the parish of Llanarth- 
ney, Carms., aged 19 years ; with the consent of her mother, 
Elizabeth Young. B. by the said Thomas Taylor, gent., 
and Thomas Calkin of Carmarthen, victualler; witness : 
Tho. Jones. 1 

Sep. 2. John Thomas, and Margaret Thomas, a minor, both of the 
parish of Cayo, Carms. ; with the consent of her father, 
James Thomas. B. by the said John Thomas, farmer, 
and William Davys of the parish of Cilycwm, Carms., esq. ; 
witness : T. Lawrence, Sur’. 1 

Sep. 10. William Morris, widower, and Mary Thomas, spinster, both 
of the parish of St. Peter, Carmarthen. 1 

Sep. 11. David Price of the parish of Llansadurn, Carms., and Sarah 
Morgan of the parish of Llansawel, Carms., spinster. B. 
by the said David Price, farmer, and David Lewis of the 
parish of Llandingad, Carms., farmer; witness : T. Law¬ 
rence, Sur’. 1 

Sep. 18. Thomas Jones of the parish of Llandyssill, Cards., bachelor, 
and Eleanor Davies of the parish of Llampeter pont Stephen, 
Cards., spinster. B. by the said Thomas Jones, farmer, 
and Thomas Prosser of Carmarthen, cordwainer; witness : 
Tho. Jones. 1 

1 F. issued by T. Lawrence, Sur'. 

2 F, issued by W. Higgs Barker, Sur'. 
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Sep. 23. 


Sep. 25. 


Sep. 27. 


Sep. 28. 


Sep. 30. 


Oct. 5. 


Oct. 9. 
Oct. 14. 


Oct. 16. 


Oct. 18. 


Oct. 22. 
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Benjamin Davies of the parish of Bow Church, Middlesex, 
gent., and Lydia Rhydero of the parish of St. Peter, Car¬ 
marthen, spinster. B. by the said Benjamin Davies, gent.; 
witness : Tho. Jones. 1 

Thomas Davies of the parish of Llangathen, Carms., bache¬ 
lor, and Ann Rees of the parish of Llanegwad, Carms., 
widow. 1 

James Walters, bachelor, and Mary Hawkins, spinster, 
both of the parish of St. Mary, Swansea.* 

Walter Manwearing of the parish of Llanon, Carms., aged 
19 years, and Jane Rees of the parish of Llanelly, Carms., 
aged 20 years ; with the consent of James Manwearing 
(father of the said Walter) and of Charles Rees (father of 
the said Jane). 1 

Edward Tombs, bachelor, and Sarah Smith, spinster, both 
of the parish of Llandefeisaint, Carms. B. by the said 
Edward Tombs, yeoman, and John Jenkins of the said 
parish of Llandefeisaint, yeoman ; witness : Tho. Jones. 1 

Evan John of the parish of Conwillgaio, Carms., bachelor, 
and Ruth Jacob of the parish of Llandyssil, Cards., spinster. 
B. by the said Evan John, farmer, and John Jacob of the 
said parish of Llandyssil, farmer ; witness : Tho. Jones. 1 

Thomas Phillip, mariner, bachelor, and Mary Evans, spin¬ 
ster, both of the parish of St. Mary, Swansea, Glam.* 

Samuel Samuel of the parish of Llangevelach, Glam., 
bachelor, and Gladish Gregory of the parish of Pembrey, 
Carms., spinster.* 

David Evan of the parish of Llanfynydd, Carms., bachelor, 
and Mary Evan of the parish of Llanfehangell Aberbythick, 
Carms., spinster. B. by the said David Evan, farmer, and 
John Morris of Carmarthen, victualler ; witness : Thomas 
Jones. 1 

Henry Phillipps of the parish of Coychurch, Glam., clerk, 
bachelor, and Hester Lewis of the parish of St. Peter, Car¬ 
marthen, spinster. B. by the said Henry Philipps, and 
David Lewis of-, victualler ; witness : Tho. Jones. 1 

Thomas David, bachelor, and Racheal Llewellyn, spinster, 
both of the parish of Llansamlet, Glam.* 


1 F. issued by W. Higgs Barker, Sur\ 
* F. issued by Miles Bassett, Sur*. 


Nov. 2. 


Nov. 2. 


Nov. 8. 


Nov. 9. 


Nov. 11. 


Nov. 18. 


Nov. 22. 


Nov. 24. 


Nov. 26. 
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William Eaton of the parish of Llanddowror, Carms., 
bachelor, and Ann David of the parish of St. Clears, Carms., 
widow. 1 

David Griffiths of the parish of St. Mary, Swansea, Glam., 
bachelor, and Jane Thomas of the parish of Oystermouth, 
Glam., spinster. 2 

David Jones of the said parish of St. Peter, Carmarthen, 
widower, and Rebecca Thomas of the parish of Newchurch, 
Carms., spinster. B. by the said David Jones, waggoner, 
and Edward Anthony of the parish of Abergwilly, Carms., 
farmer. 1 

Thomas Thomas of the parish of Llandyssil, Cards., bach¬ 
elor, and Susannah Jones of the parish of Ystrad, Cards., 
spinster. B. by the said Thomas Thomas, carpenter, and 
John Davies of the said parish of Llandyssil, victualler ; 
witness : Tho. Jones. 1 

Kelly Llewellyn, bachelor, and Hannah Lewis, spinster, 
both of the parish of Llaugharne, Carms. B. by the said 
Kelly Llewellyn, yeoman, and John Rees of Carmarthen, 
yeoman ; witness : Tho. Jones. 1 

William Williams of the parish of Pembrey, Carms., bache¬ 
lor, and Elizabeth Basset of the parish of Llangendeirne, 
Carms., aged 20 years ; with the consent of her father, 
James Basset. B. by the said William Williams, smith, 
and the said James Basset, farmer ; witness : Tho. Jones. 1 

Richard John of the parish of Llangwke, Glam., widower, 
and Margaret Rees of the parish of Llangaddock, Carms., 
spinster. B. by the said Richard John, farmer; witness: 
Tho. Jones. 1 

Capt. Francis Miller, and Anne Davies, spinster, both of 
the parish of Llandingad, Carms. B. by the said Capt. 
Francis Miller of the town of Llandovery, Carms., and Rees 
Davies of the same town, surgeon ; witness : T. Lawrence, 
Sur’. 3 

John Lloyd of the parish of Llandyssil, Cards., bachelor, 
and Mary David of the parish of Llangeller, Carms., spin¬ 
ster. B. by the said John Lloyd ; witness : Dan Williams. 1 


1 F. issued by W. Higgs Barker, Sur’. 

2 F. issued by Miles Bassett, Sur’. 

8 F. issued by T. Lawrence, Sur'. 


48 Marriage Bonds and Fiats , 1799 . 

Nov. 28. John Parsons of the Parish of Neath, Glam., bachelor, and 
Elizabeth Levett of the parish of Steinton, Perns., 
spinster. B. by the said John Parsons, ironmonger; 

witness : Tho. Jones. 1 2 

Nov. 30. Daniel Davies, bachelor, and Elinor Mathias, widow, both 
of the parish of Llangoedmore, Cards. 3 4 

Nov. 30. William Griffith of the parish of St. Peter, Carmarthen, 
bachelor, and Sarah Webb of the parish of Llandevailog, 
Carms., spinster. B. by the said William Griffith, mercer ; 
witness : Tho. Jones. 1 

Nov. 30. David Jones and Elizabeth Jones, spinster, both of the 
parish of Llangadock, Carms. B. by the said David Jones, 
farmer, and William Davies of the parish of Llandingad, 
Carms., watchmaker ; witness : T. Lawrence, Sur'. 3 

Nov. 30. William Rees of the parish of Llanelly, Carms., bachelor, and 
Mary Evans of the parish of Llangendeirne, Carms., aged 19 
years ; with the consent of her mother, Jane Jones. B. by 
said William Rees, farmer. 1 

Dec. 2. Edward Pritchard of the parish of St. Peter, Carmarthen, 
bachelor, and Martha Howell of the parish of Cledey, Perns., 
spinster. B. by the said Edward Pritchard, sadler, and 
Charles Jones of Carmarthen ; witness : Tho. Jones. 1 

Dec. 2. Edward Mansel Shew'en of the parish of Llanelly, Carms., 
bachelor, and Jane Dalton of the parish of Pembrey, Carms., 
spinster.* 

Dec. 7. David Morgan, bachelor, and Ann Copner, widow, both of 
the parish of Llanfynidd, Carms. 1 

Dec. 7. David Thomas, bachelor, and Margaret Evans, spinster, 
both of the parish of Kennarth, Carms. B. by the said 
David Thomas, farmer, and John Lodwick of the parish of 
Llandefriog, Cards., innkeeper ; witness : Tho. Jones. 1 

Dec. 9. Thomas Hughes of the parish of Llanidloes, co. Montg., 
bachelor, and Margaret Gwillim of the parish of Llanavan 
Vawr, co. Brecon, spinster. B. by the said Thomas Hughes, 
esq., and David Gwillim of the said parish of Llanavan 
Vawr, gent. ; witness : T. Lawrence, Sur'. 3 

Dec. 21. Evan Evans, bachelor, and Ann Morris, spinster, both of 
the parish of St. Peter, Carmarthen. B. by the said Evan 
Evans, gent.; witness : Tho. Jones. 1 


1 F. issued by W. Higgs Barker, Sur’. 

2 F. issued by John Evans, Sur’. 

3 F. issued by T. Lawrence, Sur.' 

4 F. issued by Miles Bassett, Sur’. 
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Dec. 23, Thomas Jones of the parish of Tregaron, Cards., bachelor, 
and Mary Williams of the parish of Llampeter pont Stephen, 
Cards., spinster. B. by the said Thomas Jones, farmer, and 
John Baile of Carmarthen, silversmith; witness: Tho. 
Jones. 1 

Dec. 27. William Highley of the parish of Kidwelly, Carms., bachelor, 
and Amy Daniel of the parish of Pembrey, Carms., spinster. 
B. by the said William Highley, forgeman, and John Evans 
of Carmarthen, victualler ; witness : Tho. Jones. 1 

Dec. 28. William Austin, bachelor, and Jane Rosser, spinster, both 
of the parish of St. Mary, Swansea, Glam.* 

Dec. 28. David Lewis, bachelor, and Rachel Walter, spinster, a 
minor, both of the parish of Llangevelach, Glam. 2 

Dec. 30. David Williams of the parish of Merthyr Tidvill, Glam., 
bachelor, and Ann Morgan of the parish of St. Peter, Carm., 
spinster. B. by the said David Williams, currier, and the 
Rev. William Morgans of the parish of Merthyr, Carms., 
clerk ; witness : Tho. Jones. 1 

Appendix. 

Since the publication of this article, a few additional 
marriage bonds and fiats have been discovered misplaced 
amongst bonds of a later date. Moreover, on the last 
page of Index of Wills, No. i at the Carmarthen Probate 
Court, is an index of marriage licenses issued in the year 
beginning Feb., 1700-1, at the Diocesan Registry at 
Carmarthen, and at the same registry has been found an 
account by the Registrar of the fees paid for marriage 
licences, etc., from 6 May, 1719, to 6 May, 1720, and 
from 10 May, 1729, to 15 April, 1730. In view of the 
fact that the bonds for the earlier years are missing, it 
has been considered desirable to publish the index at 
the Probate Court, which to some extent helps to fill 
the period 1700—1703, and also the account of the fees 
received by the Diocesan Registrar, which gives brief 
details of a number of bonds which have disappeared. 

1 F. issued by W. Higgs Barker, Sur\ 

2 F. issued by Miles Bassett, Sur\ 

D 
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MARRIAGE LICENSES. 

1686 . 

John Griffith, vicar of Landingat, co. Carmarthen, and 


1700. 2 


Ludovicus Griffith and Hestera David 
David Jones and Ann Jones 
Jenkin Rice and Ann Phillips 
Owen William and Catherine Hugh 
William James and Phoebe Ormond 
Richard Lewis and Elinor Vaughan 
John Griffith and Elinor Jones .. 

John Sussex and Sara Long 
Thomas Evan and Mary David .. 

David Morgan and Elizabeth Jones 
David Griffith and Catherine Lloyd 
Philip Phillipp and Hester Grocer 
Matthew Hopkins and Margaret Phillipps 
Thomas Bennett and Sara Phillipp 
William Lucas and Mary Button 
John David and Elizabeth Phillipp 
Richard David and Mary Hugh 
Rice Davies and Elizabeth Davies 
John David and Gwenllian James 
Rowland Prydderch and Joan John 
William Francis and Catherin Lloyd 
Matthew Price and Margaret Gwynn, widow 
John Price and Jane James 
Hugh Lewis and Catherine J ames 
Thomas David and Ann David .. 

John Morgan and Jane Matthews 
Thomas Lloyd and Mary Lloyd 
Thomas Price and Elinor Lewis 
Richard Phillipp and Sara Thomas 
Thomas Griffith and Mary Griffith 
William Vaughan and Mary Hughes 
Charles Lewis and Catherine David 


Swansea 

Swansea 

Carmarthen 

Kidwelly 

Henllan Amgoed 

Llanddewi Velfrey 

Llangadock 

Cheriton 

Llanon 

Llanybyther 

Llanedy 

Llansadumen 

Swansea 

Llanrhidian 

Port Eynon 

Swansea 

Cilycwm 

Llandilofawr 

Henllan Amgoed 

Llanfairarybryn 

Llangendeyrn 

Llanrhydian 

Llanrhydian 

Llangenith 

Swansea 

Swansea 

Carmarthen 

Llanwrda 

Llanginning 

Llanfihangel ar Arth 

Swansea 

Llangennech 


1 Found among the Transcript Registers. The date of the month, 
and name and description of the bride, is left blank; it is stated to 
have been granted by Henry Fauconberge, doctor of laws of behalf 
of William, Archbishop of Canterbury, but is not signed by him. 

* The following entries, for the period 1700—1703, inclusive, are 
from the Index of Wills at the Carmarthen Probate Court. They 
commence with 1 Feb., 1700. 





Marriage Licenses 

Christopher Jones and Sage Rees 
John Dyer and Elizabeth Morgan 
Ludovic Evan and Dorothy Lewis 
Walter Powell and Mary Lloyd 
David Rees and Elinor Lewis 
David Evan and Catherine Griffith 
Henry Hensleigh and Margaret Lewis .. 

John Bradshaw and Sara D’laney 
Charles Jones and Margaret Thomas .. 
Jenkin Morgan and Ann Prichard 
David Evan and Elinor David 
Roderick William and Ann Penry 
Henry William and Ann Rees 
David William and Agnes Thomas 
Mordecai Thomas and Ann Rees 
Thomas William and Mary Phillipp 
John Fowles and Margaret Owens 
David Phillipp and Mary David 
James Lloyd and Jane Lewis .. 

William David and Mary Penry 
John Birch and Ann Lucas, spinster .. 
William John and Jenet Thomas 
Lewis William and Matilda Awbrey 
Howel Francis and Gladis Thomas 
William Griffith and Elinor Jones 

Licentia Griffini John de Elizabeth Thomas 
comissa fuit 

Lewis Harry and Catherine Howell 

John Thomas and Sara Lewis. 

Robert Hicks and Elinor Howard 
William Thomas and Elizabeth D’laney, widow 
Benjamin Hutton and Jane Loving 
Maurice James and Elizabeth Rees 

John Lewis and Elinor Davids. 

William John and Matilda David 
William James and Mary Thomas 
Lewis David and Margaret David 
Thomas Gwynne and Elizabeth Hicks .. 
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Llangendeyrn 
Llandilofawr 
Llanginning 
Llandebie 
Abergwili 
Pencarreg 
Carmarthen 
Carmarthen 
Newchurch 
Llangyfelach 
Trelech ar Bettws 
Llanedi 
Talley 
Talley 
Bishopston 
Llanginning 
Laugharne 
Abergwili 
Llandefeilog 
Pembrey 
Penmaen 
Llanstephan 
Llanddausant 
Lampeter Velfrey 
Llanfihangel Aber- 
bythyck 
Llangendeyrn 

Llanwinio 

Carmarthen 

Kidwelly 

Carmarthen 

Swansea 

Llanarthney 

Abernant 

Llangadock 

Conwilgaio 

Abergwili 

Kidwelly 


1702 . 

David Griffith and Ann Thomas 
Abraham Bernard and Millicent Rogers 
John Hayes and Elizabeth Perfect 
Henry Hugh and Jane John 


Llanfihangel ar Arth 
Swansea 
Laugharne 
Pembrey 
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Henry Jones and Lydia Hoskyns 
Rowland Prichard and Margaret Hughes 
Richard Daniel and Elizabeth Griffiths 
Evan John and Mary Rees 
Evan Jenkin and Mary William 
Edward David and Mary Moris alias James 
Griffin Walter and Matilda Thomas 
Lewis Thomas and Jane William 
William Roberts and Margaret Rees .. 
Walter Popkin and Mary David 
Rice David and J ane Griffith 
Eynon Thomas and Elizabeth George .. 
John Rees and Mary Leigh 
John Rees and Catherine John 
Jeremiah Williams and Frances Gallowaye 
David Thomas and Rachel Harries 
Griffin John and Elizabeth Thomas 
Samuel Evans and Gwenllian Griffith .. 
Hugh David and Catherine Thomas 
Rice Price and Mary Evans 
Henry Lewis and Margaret Evans 
Rowland Morgan and Dorothy Rees .. 
William Hill and Catherine Hughes 
Arnold Bowen and Elizabeth Delaney .. 
William Edward and Elizabeth J ames .. 
John Rogers and Elizabeth Thomas 
John Lloyd and Catherine David 
Thomas Walter and Sara Jones 
George Bevan and Ann Lewis .. 

Evan Peter and Jane Rees 
Rowland Williams and Jane Prichard .. 
William David and Ann Lewis, spinster 
Walter Evans and Mary Crawley 
Edward Lloyd and Jane Morris 
John Evan and Elizabeth William 
Stephen Hughes and Margaret Bevan .. 
William Phillipps and Elizabeth William 
David James and Diana Jones .. 

Thomas Thomas and Margaret Thomas 
Rice Price and Magdalen Williams 
Griffith Rees and Elizabeth Rees 
John Madocks and Elizabeth William .. 
John Taylor and Margaret Hugh 
William Hopkins and Ann Meyrick 
John Howell and Margaret Rosser 
John Wibboum and Ann Buttler 


.. Penrice 

.. Swansea 

.. Cilycwm 

.. Conwilgaio 

.. Cheriton 

.. Carmarthen 

.. Llangadock 

.. Llanguicke 

.. Llandefeilog 

.. Pembrey 

.. Llangadock 

.. Llangendeyrn 

.. Llandefeilog 

.. Llanddausant 

.. Laugharne 

.. Mydrim 

.. Llandefeilog 

.. Pencarreg 

.. Llandefeilog 

.. Llandingat 

.. Llangathen 

.. Llanelli 

.. Carmarthen 

.. Carmarthen 

.. Llanybyther 

.. Llanstephan 

.. Conwilcaio 

.. Llangadock 

.. Cheriton 

.. Llanwinio 

.. Llandingat 

„. Llanwrda 

.. Swansea 

.. Carmarthen 

.. Llandilofawr 

.. Swansea 

.. Swansea 

.. Llanllwni 

.. Carmarthen 

.. Myddfai or Mothvey 

.. Llangadock 

.. Llanelli 

.. Rhossili 

., Cheriton 

.. Swansea 

.. Bishopston 


Marriage Licenses. 
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John David and Margaret Morgan alias Thomas 
William Awbrey and Catherine Matthew 
William Phillipp and Bridget Prichard 
John Watkin and Elizabeth Thorne 
Abraham Thomas and Alice Phillipps .. 


Loughor 

Llanguicke 

Loughor 

Llanelli 

Cyffic or Kiffig 


1703 . 

Arthur Lloyd and Catherine Morgan, widow .. 
Thomas Delahay and Elizabeth Williams 
Rawleigh Mansell, Esq., and Mary GWynne, 
widow 

David Morris and Elizabeth Bowen 
David Rhydderch and Joan William .. 
William Lewis and Jane Thomas 
John Harry and Rachel Morgan 
Thomas Morgan and Catherine Games .. 

Evan William and Institutione Parrot .. 

Peter Chapman and Catherine Edward 

John Price and Lucy John 

Thomas Price vid’ and eruditione puerorum . 

Thomas Bynon and Ann Williams 

Meredydd Awbrey and Mary John 

William Davies and Mary Griffiths, spinster . 

Roland Prydderch and Jane Morgan .. 

Lewis Thomas and J ane Hickes 
Richard Thomas and J ane Parry 
John Thomas and Jane Wanthey 
Howel Richard and Joyce Morris 
Thomas Hickes and Bridget Ryder 
John Lewis and Margaret Lloyd 
Thomas Williams and Ann Jones 
David Ivour and Jane Williams 
William David and Mary Rees 
Thomas Bowen and Mary William 
Thomas Cox and Elizabeth Bennett 
Thomas Lewis and Elizabeth Thomas .. 

David Lewis and Catherine David 

J ohn Phillipps and Elizabeth Lewis 
William John and Dorothy Lewis 
Reginal Lewis and Elizabeth Eynon 
Thomas Owen and Sara Phillipps 
Rice Bowen and Margaret Walter 
John Griffith and Mary Jenkin .. 

Morgan Thomas and Mary Morris 


Llanarthney 
Llandefeilog 
Gwempa in Llan- 
gendeym 
Llandilotawr 
Mydrim 
Llanfynydd 
Llandilofawr 
Llangadock 
Mydrim 
Laugharne 
Kidwelly 
Mydrim 

Llanfairarybryn 

Llanddausant 

Llanfynydd 

Llandilofawr 

Llandilofawr 

Llanguicke 

Llanarthney 

Llandefeilog 

Carmarthen 

Llandilofawr 

Swansea 

Llandingat 

Llanwrda 

Llanelli 

Abergwili 

Llanon 

Llanfihangel Rhos- 
ycorn 

Lampeter Velfrey 

Merthyr 

Llanboidy 

Llanginning 

Llangadock 

Llanmadock 

St. Ishmaels 
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Evan Thomas and Ellwy William .. .. Newchurch 

Thomas David and Jane Evan .. .. .. Trelech ar Bettws 

David Morris and Ann Rees .. .. .. Llanwinio 

MARRIAGE LICENSE FEES. 1 

1719 . 

Jeremiah Thomas and Sage Evans. 

David Owen and Margaret Philips. 

Francis John and Elinor John. 

John Jones and Elizabeth Williams. 

Thomas Williams and Elizabeth Davies. 

Rees Thomas and Elinor John. 

Thomas Bradbury and Catherine Havard. 

Thomas Griffith and Mary David. 

Morris Morgan and Elizabeth Williams. 

Charles Jones and Jane Thomas. 

Lewis Lewis and Mary Morgan. 

Lewis Lloyd and Jane Williams. 

Richard David and Sage Jenkin. 

William Williams and Mary John. 

Rees William and Jenetta Rees. 

William Griffith and Joane Williams. 

Benj. Richards and Susanna Thomas. 

William David and Mary William. 

Daniel Morgan and Rachel Morgan. 

Thomas Thomas and Jane Rees. 

William Davies and Elizabeth Jones. 

Thomas Harry and Jane John. 

Thomas Jones and Mary Anne Powell. 

William David and Jane Bonnell. 

Griffith Thomas and Catherine Thomas. 

David Rees and Elinor Lloyd. 

John Curteis and Mary Beynon. 

Thomas Robert and Catherine Leyson. 

Meyrick David and Catherine Williams. 

William Shankland and Ann Gillespye. 

Thomas Smyth and Jane Lewis. 

Edward Davies and Sarah Harding. 

Thomas John and Ann John. 

John David and Rachel Owen. 

Jonathan Morris and Margaret Evan. 


1 This account, headed ‘ Computus Domini Regis a 6 die Maii 
1719 usque ad 6 die Maii 1720,' is at the Diocesan Registry. It is 
for a whole year, ended 6 May, 1720. 
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John Jenkins and Mary Howells. 

John Davies and Mary Thomas. 

John Davies and Elizabeth George. 

John Davies and Mary Philipps. 

Abraham Price and Sicilia Griffith. 

Benj. Allen and Margaret Davies. 

John Thomas and Mary Morgan. 

Evan Philipp and Jenett William. 

Lewis David and Elizabeth Rudderch of Abergwili. 
John David and Mary William of Llanfynydd. 
Solomon Howell and Maysod Price. 

John Jones and Ann Phelp. 

Thomas Parry and Christiana Ayres. 

Rosser Thomas and Elinor Morgan. 

John Rice (? Price) and Lucretia Pritchard. 

Griffith Jones and Margaret Philips. 

John Jones and Ann Price. 

Walter Rees and Cath. Griffith. 

Moses Howell and Mary James. 

William David and Gwen. Griffith. 

Ben. Bateman and Mary Wheeler of Havertord. 
John Thomas and Mary John. 

Morris Gibby and Jenet Thomas. 

Henry Stewart and Mary Seys. 

Evan David and Margaret Philips. 

William Williams and Ann Eliot. 

John Adams and Eliz. John. 

John Mathias and Mary Harries. 

Eseius Knethell and Mary Barnsley. 

John Lewis and Eliz. Philips. 

William Whelling and Mary Reed. 

John Rogers and Jane Owens. 

Francis Row and Eliz. Mear. 

Evan David and Margaret Bowen. 

Abra. Hughes and Margaret Williams. 

John Beavans and Ann Mary Clark. 

Richard Watkins and Margaret Davies. 

Nicolas Hudson and Eliz. Jones. 

Cornelius Davies and Mary Stokes. 

John Tucker and Jane Lewis. 

John Davies and Mary Beckley. 

Owen Whelling and Eliz. Lewis. 

Griffith Twyning and Eliz. Griffith. 

John Roblyn and Rebecca Rainbud. 

Ben. Hensley and Mary Baugh. 

Nicolas Harry and Mary Ellis. 




V 
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Rees Jones and Martha Geffreys. 

Thomas Edwards and Lettice Jones. 

Lewis Edward and Cath. Freeman. 

Levy James and Eliz. Thomborough. 

Thomas John and Ann Gibbon. 

Vincent Oliver and Mary Owen. 

John Laugharne and Jane Wheeler. 

John Davies and Ann Davies. 

William Allen and Martha Fowler. 

Alex. Webb and Jane Lloyd. 

Tho. Philipps and Jane Philipps. 

Tho. Jones and Eliz. Morse. 

John Corrie and Jane Thomas. 

Geo. Davies and Ann Lewis. 

John Philipps and Elinor Harries. 

Geo. Merchant and Mary Howell. 

David Harry and Eliz. Leech. 

Hen. Harries and Eliz. Donne. 

John Griffith and Mary Bowen. 

John Davies and Jane Philipps. 

David Lewis and Ann Prichard. 

William Rees and Matilda (? Maud) David. 

Rowland Hawker and Margaret Bowen. 

John Howell and Eliz. Gwynn. 

Tho. May bury and Margaret Hickes. 

John Vittle and Eliz. Brown. 

John Ellis and Frances Lewis. 

Daniel Edwards and Jane Griffith. 

George Watkin and .... Prust. 

Tho. Price and Eliz. Harries. 

John Devereaux and Margaret Harries. 

Hen. Wilkin and Ann Rees. 

John Ormond and Margaret Beynon. 

1729. 1 

Evan John and Eleonor John. 

Philipp Jones and Magdalen Robert. 

William Addy and Mary Williams. 

John William and Mary John. 

Llewellin Davies and Elizabeth Evans. 

Thomas Evans and Frances Lloyd. 

Josia Rees and Rachel Davies. 

William Prudderch and Margaret Griffies. 

1 The following account is for the period, beginning 10 May, 1720 
to 15 April, 1730. 
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Marriage License Fees . 

Henry Williams and Jane Jones. 

Tho. Humphreys and Barbara David. 
Evan Williams and Mary Powell. 

Tho. Williams and Catherine Morris. 
Thomas Thomas and Eliz. Davies. 

David Rees and Eliz. Lewis. 

Thomas Lewis and Dorothy Lewis. 
Thomas Wat kin and Ann Rudderch. 
John Holliday and Jane Rees. 

Henry Henry and Margaret Owen. 
William Davies and Joanna Jones. 
William Thomas and Ruth Evans. 

John Jones and Ann James. 

John Jones and Mary Harries. 

John Griffith and Eliz. John. 

John Evans and Susanna Thomas. 

David John and Jane William. 

Sabbath Daniel and Lettice Samuel. 

John Lewis and Hester Hayes. 

Morgan William and Catherine John. 
Thomas David and Catherine Edward. 
Rowland Price and Elizabeth Bayley. 
William Sommers and Mary Walter. 
Thomas Evans and Ann Ayres. 

Evan Morton and Mary Morton. 

John Roberts and Mary Griffith. 

Evan James and Mary Jones. 

John Price and Mary Singer. 

Thomas Watkins and Susanna Hopkin. 
William Edward and Jane Clutterbuck. 
Rees Bevan and Mary Beynon. 

Charles Evans and Margaret David. 
Jasper Davies and Mary Williams. 
William Morgan and Margaret Lewis. 
Theophilus Thomas and Ann John. 
Samuel Harries and Margaret Williams. 
John Holliday and Mary Brodbery. 
Humphrey Holliday and Magdalen Rees. 
Henry Thomas and Jane Bevan. 

Rees Jones and Margaret Jones. 

Richard Morris and Ann David. 

David Evans and Mary Williams. 

John Button and Elizabeth Lucas. 
Griffith John and Elizabeth Rees. 

John Howell and Margaret Williams. 
Thomas Rees and Catherine Owen. 
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Marriage Bonds and Fiats: Appendix. 

William Chamberlain and Sara Griffiths. 

Edward Jenkin and Jane George. 

William Harry and Sara Williams. 

William Prichard and Elizabeth Lewis. 

Henry Thomas and Elizabeth John. 

Thomas Davies and Margaret John. 

Jonathan Lewis and Mary Rees. 

David Lewis and Rachel Howell. 

John Williams and Mary Parker. 

Owen David and Hester John. 

David Lewis and Elinor Lewis. 

John David and Elizabeth Jones. 

David Davies and Bridget Herbert. 

John Kendrick and Mary Rees. 

Hugh Williams and Elizabeth Lewis. 

John Morris and Cath. Jones. 

John Thomas and Ann Rees. 

Lewis Thomas and Hester John. 

Thomas William and Jane John. 

David Richard and Margaret John. 

Rees Davies and Jane Davies. 

Evan Thomas and Catherine Harris. 

John William and Mary Owen. 

Thomas Gardiner and Ann Laugharne. 

Joseph Rees and Eliza Thomas. 

Rees Morris and Mary Thomas. 

Evan Davies and Mary Evan. 

Owen Jones and Mary Thomas. 

Moses William and Mary David. 


1738 . 

Sep. 22. James Lewis, of the parish of Llanllawthog, Carms., gent., 
and Mary Lewis, of the parish of Lanpympsaint, Carms. 
B. by the said James Lewis and John Lewis of Lanpymp¬ 
saint, Carms. Witnesses : Thomas Newsham, Richard Price 1 


1 A marriage bond found in the bundle of Bonds for 1784. 


